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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
METERS.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has a contract for a large num-
ber of meters for the Water Supply Depart-
ment of Western Australia been let to a
firm in the Eastern States? 2, If not, ia it
the intention of the Water Supply Depart-
ment to let such a contract? 3, Will he
endeavour to arrange for the department to
have the work done locally, in order to pro-
vide work for metal moulders and other
skilled artisans at present onemployed?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS replied:
1, No. 2, No. 3, Arrangements have been
rmade for the work to be done in Western
Auvstralia, and the policy of the Government
is that all work which can be done locally
to find employment for our own citizens will
have first consideration.

BILLS (2)—~FIRST READING.

1. Permanent Reserve (Claremont).
Introduced by Mr. J. Thomson.

2. Health Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Colonial Seeretary.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the State Children
Act Amendment Bill.

BILL—PUBLIC WOREKS COMMITTEE.

Read 2 third time, and fransmiited to the
Legislative Couneil.

BRILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 18th October; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Premier in charge of the
Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Clause
Clause

Clause
relating
wharves, etc

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the Commit-
tee will not pass this clause, which no doubt
is the outcome of the recommendation of a
Commonwealth Royal Commission that a eer-
tain line of action should be adopted by the
various State Parliaments. Quite naturally,
this State Government, who are at all times
willing, without regard for results, to carry
out the dictates of the Federal Government
and their appointees, have agreed to pro-
pose the clause, which has for its object the
compelling of accused persons to prove their
innocence—a line of action contrary to
British law, which presumes a man innacent
until he is proved guilty. If this clause
passes, an accused person will be deemed
guilty until he has proved himself inmocent.

The Premier: I do mnot think that is so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. TUnder this
clause the position will be that a person
found in possession of goode of a certain’
brand can, if some other person has goods
of the same brand, be arrested for having
those goods in his possession, and then must
prove his possession of them to be inmocent,
or find himself branded and treated as a
criminal, T know of such cases. They have
occurred at Fremantle. T remember particu-
larly ome case, in which a man was acensed
of being unlawfully in possession of some
oil. So far as was known, the man was
strictly honest, and he ecarried on a business.
However, he wag charged with, and convieted
of, having this oil. No owner could ever be
found for that oil; no person ever came for-
ward to say that the oil belonged to him.

The Premier: Then how was the accused
convicted?

Hon. P. Collier: There was no proof either
of any oil baving been stolen.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. Nevertheless,
the man was sgentenced to a month’s im-
prisonment for not being able to prove to the
satisfuction of the court how he became
possessed of the oil. Many people believe to
this day that the man spoke the truth. But
he was convieted,

The Premier: That was without this Bill,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yea. The Attorney
General of the day thought the conviction
wrong, and quashed it. The Bill will make
impossible the position of those who have in
their possession goods of a partieular brand.
It is departing from the prineiple of Brit-
ish justice. Under the Bill a man will be
deemed guilty until he proves his innocence,
The Royal Commissioner who inquired into
the pillaging on the wharves at Fremantle
had to go back many years to find a case of
apy importance. I irust the Committee will
not tolerate any departure from the system
of deeming a man innocent until ke is proved
to be guilty. No man should be punished for

1—Short Title (partly considered):
put and passed.

2—Eudence of ownership in cases
property stolen from ships,



f15 NovEmaer, 1921,]

mere inahbility to prove his innocence. We
are told that the British Constitution is the
best in the world; yet at the dictates of omne
or two people we are to depart from the es-
tablished system of British justice. I wilt
vote against the eclause.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has ad-
mitted that under the existing law a man
may he punished for having in his possession
goods reasonably supposed to have been
stolen.  All that the Bill asks is that the
ownership of goods shall be provable. It
proposes that original shipping documents
shall be admitted as proof of ownership.
That is all.  The importing merchant has
never geen his goods, and has to rely on the
description sent to him; therefore it is
nceessary that the original documents should
be admitted as evidence. I am pleaged to

hear that there is no stealing on the wharves.

at Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
so much as is made out.

The PREMIER: I agree with that. Still,
if a man steals he should be punished. The
Bill does not interfere with the prineiple of
British justice, but merely makes it possible
for the owner, who has received advice from
the shipping agents overseas, to claim that
the goods are his, and produce the shipping
documents as evidence in support of his
claim. I think the provision 18 a perfectly
reasonable one, and I hope the Cominittee
will agree to it.

Mr, MeCALLUM: The Bill has been
brought down on the recommendation of the
Royal Commissioner who inquired into the
question of pillaging on wharves. The unions
working on the water front bhave no desire
to protect a thief,

The Premier: I know that.

Mr., MeCALLUM: They will do all they
can to track dewn a thief, in order to pro-
tect their own reputations.  The investiga-
ticns of the Royal Commissioner showed that
but very little pillaging was taking place at
the port of Fremantle. That was admitted
by the Commissioner himself. Where, then, is
the reason+ for the Bill? Can the Premier
quote one case in which the merchant has
been unable to establish ownership?

The Premier: What do you object to in
the Bill?

Mr, McCALLUM: I say mo man will be
aafe in his own home if the Bill becomes law.
It is the same principle as is embodied in
the Gold Stealing Act. We are to depart
from the basis of British justice. In Eng-
land a man is innoeent until proved guilty;
in Prance the reverse obtains. Tnder the

There is not nearly

Bill a man will be deemed guilty mentil he -

proves hia innocence.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. MecCALLUM: Take this hypothetical
case: Just before leaving for Melbourne
recently, I purchased a hat at 30s. In Mel-
bourne I saw the same style of hat marked
up at 12s. 6d. The Leader of the Opposition
and T disecussed the proposition of buying a
fow and bringing them back here for sale.
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Suppose T had bought half a dozen and
bronght them back heme with me; and sup-
pose that a Perth firm, on opening a con-

" signment of the same hats, found that some

were missing.  Beeanse I had half a dozen
of the same brand in my house I should be
asked where I had got them, and would have
to go to a court to prove my innocence.

Mr, Mann: That is the law to-day.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Then why the Billt
Can the Premicr point to any weakness in
the existing law?

Several members interjected.

Mr. MeCALL-UM: Shalt I be in order if
1 interject, Mr. Chairman?

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. MecCALLUM: The Bill demands that
it T have in my possession goods of the same
brand as these missing, I must prove that I
have not stolen.those goods. Under the
clause, charges will be madc every day, and
those charged will have to prove their inno-
cence. The Premier has admitted that he
cannot name an inatance of the failure of a
prosecution owing to apy weakness in the
existing law. Where, then, is the necessity
for the Bill?

The Premier: I cannot call one to mind,
but there have been such cases.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I do not know of any.
SBurely if there be any pilfering on the
wharves, it is not necessary to pass special
legislation to decfeat it! If the Premier con
show me that the Bill is necessary, that there
have bcen cases of pilfering which would
have been traced if this Bill bad been in
existenee, I will assist him to put it through.
I cannot, however, find any such instances.
The clanse will mean inflieting an injustice;
it is merely papic legislation, There is really
no necessity to amend the existing law.

Mr., MANN: The hon., member asked
whether there had been cases known where
avch legislation as is proposed would have
been necessary. Section 69 of the Police
Act provides that every person brought be-
fore a justice, charged with having on his
person or in any place, or conveying, in any
manher anything whiech may hg reasonably
guspected of having been stolen or unlawfully
obtained, shall be liable to a penailty. At
the present time, if a person is found in sus-
picious circumstances with any property, he
may be asked to give an nccount of how he
hecame possessed of it, and if he fails to
satisfy the justice, he is deemed to be in un-
lawful possession. There was a case tried
at Fremantle—it was a well known ecase—
where a large number of motor tyres were
stolen.

Mr. MeCallum: - A- conviction was ob-
tained in that ease.
Mr. MANN: Yes, but it was necessary in

that case to establish the identity of the
goods, and to do that witnesses had to be
brought from Melbourne to prove the brand.
If the Bill passes, that procedure will not be
required.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And you want to
make it easier to send 2 man to gaol.
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Mr, MAXN: XNot at all. The e¢lause will
enable an owner to get the goods returned to
him. Under the Police Act, as it is at pre-
sent, goods are confiscated and go to the
Crown if identity caunot be established. The
position of the accused is not affected at all.

Hon. T. WALKER: The tendency of
modern legislation is to make the work of
the policeman and the magistrate easy, aml
there ¢an be no (doubt that that modern
tendency helps to fill our gacls by creating
crime, It enables the policeman to get sum-
mary proof there and then, and enables him
to have at hand at all times enough evidence
to obtain a conviction. [ have always gone
on the pminciple, and the thinkers of ‘he
world have done so too, that it is better to
allow the guilty to eseape than to run the
risk of punishing the innocent,

The Premier:  We all approve of that

Hon. T. WALKER: But 'we do not alto-
gether approve of it in practive. The prin-
ciple of British law, singce Magna Charta
has been to insisat upon rigi@ proof by the
acenser, nf the guilt of the aceused. That
has been the universal religion, if I may so
speak of society, from the time of King
Jolm to now. We adhere to that principle
as sacredly as if it were o religious precept.
Next to life, liberty is the dearest treasure
possessed by wmortal. The position is not on
all-fours with the instance cited by the mem-
ber for Perth. Once an explanation has
been given as to how an accused hecame
possessed of the goods, and it ¢annot be dis-
proved by the prosecution, the aeccused must
be acquitted.  Buot if the prosecution come
in and say, ‘“That is my brand and you are
in possession of it,’” the persen is convicted.
Magpistrates as a rule are prone to give
credence to the word of a policeman rather
than to that of an aceused. We are too
much in the habit of eonsidering property as
of more value than human life and liberty.

Property must be hemmed in with safepuards,

more than the other possessions of human
nature, and [ object to that on principle. I
do not know that this State has cver suf-
fered trom the lack of this law, or that there
have heen any instances where gross injustice
has been done hy reason of this law mnot be-
ing on the Htatute-book, The reason for
bringing this Bill down is that somewhere
in the Commonwealth is the notion that there
hag been too wmuch pilfering on the wharf,
and they want to put it down., Let them have
their panic in the FKast if they want it, but
why should we eateh it in the West?  The
Commissioner for Police says there are no
cases worth making a noise abont in Western
Australia, This Bill is likely to bring about
cases and to bring more work to the police
courts. If our polive have little to do, the
community is in a healthy econdition, but if
they are constantly worrying awd irritating
citizens, and the liberty of people is in jeo-
pardy, there is something wrong with society.
This is a mere hypmotic snggestion, on the
part of those who are panie stricken, in the
interests of property in the Eastern States,

.ments as

[ASSEMBLY.)

and I sec no reason for voting for the clause.

Mr, ANGELOQ: The measwe merely au-
thorises the court to avcept shipping ocu-
prima-facie .evidence of the
ownership of goods. It would be diffieult at
present to prove ownership without legisia-
tion of this kind. The late Chief .Justice
Madden made referente to this kind of thing,
and said that the Legislature would be wise
in declaring by Act of Parliament that
genuine shipping doemments should be ad-
missible evidence. He also said that the
matter was one which might be justly dealt
with by the Legislature. A measure of this
kind, whith will bring us on all-fours with
the Eastern States, has my support.

Mr. WILLCOCK: During the past four
or five years the wharf labourcrs and other
people employed on the wharves in Western
Australia have becn greatly libelled by the
éommercial community in  regpect to the
nllaging of goods. This led to the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission, but its in-
quiries in Western Australia failed to prove
the charge against those engaged on the
wharves in this State. Seeing that this libel
has been disproved by the Commission, we
should not now say in effect that the charge
has been proved, inasmuech as we must pass
panic legpislation to deal with the matter. As
the men have practically beem proved to be
innoeent, there is no need for the Bill. The
whole of the chavges were a gross libel upon
the wharf lumpers.

Mr. TNDERWQOD: The charge hay not
been disproved. On the North-west coast it
has, in fact, heen proved, as can be shown
by anyene to whom goods have been ¢on-
asigned along the XNorth-west coast. [t is
quite possible some of the stuff had never
been put inte the cases when they left Fre-
mantle. I do not want to ascribe this sort
of thing entirely to whart lumpers; [ bave
always held that the man underground is not
the only one who steals gold. I am under
the impression in respect to this ullaging
that there are heads above the whart lumpers
who possibly use them as a tool, althongh the
wharf lumper and the sailor get their share.
1 eondemn this elass of stealing more than
any other, except stealing with vielenee, for
the reason that it inconveniences the persons
for whom the goods are destined far more
than it benefits the thict. An inqniry was
lield recently into this question ulong the
North-west coast, and there is no doubt that
stealing is going on, It may he wrongz to
apply that to wharf lumpers. What we want
to do is to prevent it, anl legislation that
will tend to put this down will have iny sup-
port.

Mr, MeCALLUM: There hay been no ar-
gument to prove the necessity for this Bill
It is not suggested that it will prevent pil-
fering, or that there is a weakness in the
existing law. The member for Perth says
that the clause will save the expense of
bringing witnesses from the Eastern States.
Apparently it is better to deprive indivi-
duals of their liberty than it is to go to the
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expense of bringing people to give evidence
from the Eastern States. Are we to place
a man’s liberty before a mere matter of
money?

Mr. Underwoed: Are we to allow a lot of
thieves to do as they like?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Are men to be branded
as rogues and thieves and have the responsi-
bility placed upon them to prove their inno-
eence, merely to save the expense of people
eoming from the Eastern States? Has Par-
liament sunk so low, that a man’s liberty is
to be sacrificed for the sake of saving ex-
pense? Are the Government justified in ask-
ing Parliament to pass panic laws of that
type? The only argument advanced in favour
of the legislation is that brought forward hy
the member for Perth, who spoke about the
saving of expense regarding witnesses. Is
that the only argument to be advanced to in-
duce Parliament to agree to such a law af-
fecting the fundamental principles of British
justice, without any further reasoms and
without the Government giving members any
excuse for presenting the Bill, boyond that
mere argument regarding expense! Are the
Government merely to throw the Bill before
members and sit back silently, without ad-
vancing dJdefinite cases to (demonstrate why
such legislation is needed to remedy faults in
the existing laws?

The Premier: The hon. member knows
full well what has been happening at every
port for years past.

Mr, MeCALLUM: J know perhaps more
than the Premier of what has happened at
the ports in the past.

The I'remier: You do; I agree with yon
there.

My, MeCALLUM:
nocent people.

The Premier: You want to wipe out all
laws and let us go ahead free and casy.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T want to proteet in-
nocent men and T will assist the Premier to
track down dishonest people and the water-
side orgunisations will assist him too. A
man’s liberty will not be worth much, if such
legisiation as this is passed. The member for
Gaseovne quoted seme remarks by the late
Chief Justice Madden and expected members
to regard those remarks as good enough. T
do not know whether the member for Gas-
eoyne is prepared to regard the views of the
late Chief Justice as up-to-date. I know
that partienlar judge was in the habit of
delivering political speeches from the bench,
speeches in opposition to proposed reforms,
He was notorious for delivering speeches
against proposals the people were in favour
of ; he was noted as one of the erustiest old
Tortes Victoria ever had as a citizen. To
merely put forward the views of such a man,
without the Premier or any other Minister
advancing arguments to show why the Bill
should he passed, does not justify the passing
of a meuasure which will interfere with the
liberties of the people. .

The Premier: It will not interfere wit
the liberties of honest people at zll

T waut to protect in-
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Me. MeC'ALLUM: If that is so, there is
no necessity for the Bill,

Mr., Mapn: You have a law to-day.

Hon, T. Walker: We have not pot the
same law as this, .

The Premier:
dealt withi

Mr, McCALLUM: This Bill will make con-
viction easier, and take the responsibility off
the prosecution and place it upon the defence.
That is the whole aim of the legislation.
The member for (ascoyne has suggested that
in orider to secure uniformity throughout the
States, we should pass the Bill. I do not
think that, in his heart, the Premier is in
necord with this legislation. Perhaps there
is some honourable understanding arrived at
with the other States that some such uriform
legislation shall be brought forward. ff that
is the case, it is time, particularly for those
who talk about the unity of the Empire, to
realise that we are interfering with the well
known prineiples of British equity and jus-
tice, merely beeause of something swhich hap-
pened in the Eastern States, and becanse
of which, we are asked to follow them. No
such legislation would be passcd by the Im-
perial Parliament, nor yet in any other part
of the British Dominions. We are asked to
pass legislation to protect a certain section
of the people and yet the Government sit
hack and offer no arguments or reasons for
the Bill going through. Surely members are
entitled te know why the Government con-
sider the Bill is necessary? They have not
informed us that certain things are going
on and that the present law is not adequate
to track down the culprit, hence the necessity
for the Bill. On the contrary, the Premier
puts the Rill before us and asks us merely
to agree to it going through. I am not pre-
pared to adopt that attitude. No one who
cndeavours to represent the people in Parlia-
moent  should allow such  legislation to be
placed upen the Statute Book. It will affect
many people in my constituency.

The Premier: T hope that is not so.

Mr, MeCALLUM: T am positive it is so,
and that cvery man on the water frent will
he liable at any time to be called upon to
prove how he became possessed of any article
which may bhe in his possession.

The Premier: He has to do that now.

Mr. MeCALLTM: That is not so.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: I. am satisfied that
the police will use this measure and not the
Police Act.

AMr. MeCALLUM: There can be no ex-
cuse for passing a Rill, if sueh a law as that
indicated by the Premier exists now. It is
obvious that it iz merely designed for the
purposes of easier convietions and to relieve
the prosccution of the responsibility of work-
ing up a case, apart from the aspect of ex-
pense referred to by the member for Perth.
An honest citizen, who may have lived his
life honouvrably, runs the risk of being
branded for life with the stigma of heing a
thief, T hope before the Premier forces the

Are these men not to be
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measure through the Chamber, he will offer
strong  reasons for this  fundamental
change in the vital prineiples of law
and British justice. We are asked to reverse
those principles of British justice, of which
we as a nation have been so proud. In such
cireumstances, we will not be able to take
pride in the British journalist’s boast that
the British courts of justice are conducted
on lines different from those of the French
courts and that in British courts a man is
presumed to be innoeent until he is proved
to be guilty. It is provided that documents
shall be accepted without any further evi
denee being necessary.

Mr. Mann: Only when taken in ecnjunction
with other relevant cireumstances,

Mr. McCALLUM: That is a dangerous
provision to put into the hands of some of
these men with fertile brains.

Mr. Latham: You will not be on the bench
to stretch your fertile imagination.

Mr. McCALLUM: If the Bill is passed
ag it stands, I will be on the bench in the
future more often than I have beean in the
past.

Hon, P. Collier: It is not an unknown
thing for representatives .of shipping com-
panies to sit on the bench at Fremantle.

Mr. M¢CALLUM: We often have the
spectacle when a man is charged with pillag-
ing, of prominent shipping wmen sitting on
the bench. When sueh cases have been
before the court I have kept away in
the past, but in foture I will spend more
time on the bench, particularly when such
cases a8 thosc under revicw are coming for-
ward. )

The Premier: 1 hope there will be no snch
cases. I do not know what your objection is.

Mr. McCALLUM: I have alveady indi-
eated that this is a departure from the fuu-
damental prineiples of British justice.

The Premier: You are contending that we
should wipe out all laws and start all over

again.

" Air. MeCALLUM: If the Premier says he
will agrec to alter the clause so that the
prosecution have to prove their case, there
would he no objection to the clause.

The Premier: Yon have been told forty
times that that has to be done now.

Mr. McCALLUM: In that case, there is
no necessity for the Bill. I urge the Premier
to tecomsider this matter.

The Premier: Very well, we will reseind
all laws that are against anybody.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Let us rescind all laws
that mean that a man must prove his inno-
ecnee.

The Prewier: That is not so now.

Hon., T. Walker: The Bill makes the proof
of guilt casier.

The Premier: No, that is not the position.

Hon. T. Walker: Yes; it is a new gpecies
of justice. )

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have discussed this
Provisinn with the union execntives, both the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Tally Clerks’ Union and the Lumpers' Union.
I have endeavoured with them to find a way
out of the difficulty and to find a way by
which we can agsist the Government to sccure
a clear conviction against the men respons-
ible. The organisations desire to proteet the
honest men, for they do not desire houest
menr to carry such a stigma as has been im-
plied conterning all men working on the
water front. If the Premier can devise any
means of getting over the diffieulty without
proposing such panic legislation as that he-
fore the Committee, he will have the whole.
hearted support of organisations along the
water front. They have carried resolutions
strongly protesting against this Bill and in
thiz attitude they have my hearty support.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There is not the
least doubt that the Bill provides easier
means of proof for securing convictions. Be-
cause goods bear a certain brand, it is no
proof that they bLelonged to a partieular ship-
ment, I am suspicious of making proofatoo
easy. At the Fremantle court on ong ocea-
sign, a young man was charged with having
assavlted a young girl. A justice of the peace
was called by the police to give evidence of
identification, and I was a witness on hehalf
of the accused. The justice agked me who a
certain person was, and when I replied, ‘‘ He
in the person charged,’’ the reply was ‘‘That
is not the man.’” The case had mnot pro-
ceeded far before the police told this justice
that his evidence would not be wanted and
that he could leave. I sent word to the magis-
trate; the justice was called, and the aecused
wasg discharged,

The Minister for Works: That is a charge
against the police.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: If neccessary L
could give the names of the parties. I was
satisficd that the young man was not the
offender, but he would have found it difficult
to prove his innocence. This shows the need
for care in passing legislation of this kind.
It is a dangerous measure and a departure
from established principles.

Clause put and a division taken, with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 2
Noes .- . oo 12
' Majority for .. .. 13
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Mann
Mr, Carter Sir James Mitchell
Mrs, Cowan Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davles Mr, Piesse
Mr, Denton Mr. Sampson
Mr. George My. J. H. Smith
Mr. Glbsen Mr. J. M. Smiih
Mr. Harrison Mr, A. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. Themson
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr, Mullany
Mr. C. C. Maley {Petler.)
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Noes,
Mr., Angwin Mr. Simons
Mr. Collier Mr. Tro¥
Mr. Corbay Mr. Waiker
Mr, Heron Mr. Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, McCallum (Tetler.)
Mr. Munsie

Clause thus passed.
Title—agreed to.

Biil reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
Second Reading.
Resumed from the 27th OQctober.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Broun—Beverley) [5.56]: Sinee moving
the second reading of this measure, I have
Teceived requests from various public bodies
interested in hogpitals that tbe Bill should
be referred to a select committee for in-
‘quiry. On this question I have consulted the
Leader of the Opposition, who had seeured
the adjournment of the debate, and T am
agreeable to the appointment of a seleet
committee provided the House approves.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is the most dis-
graceful Bill ever introduced inte this House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

Referred to Scleet Committes.
Mr. GIBSON (Fremantle) [5.58]: 1
move—
That the Bill be referred to a select
committee.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and the following appointed a
select committee, namely, Messrs. Clydes-
dale, Heron, Latham, Mullany and the mover,
with power to call for persons and papers,
to sit on days over which the House stands
ﬁjourned, and to report on the 6th Decem-

T.

BILL—RECIPROCAL ENTFTORCEMENT
OF JUDGMENTS.
In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—COURTS OF SESSION,
Second Reading.
Resumed from the 13th Oectober.
Hon, T. WALEER (Kanowna) [6.12]: T
do not know that it is necessary to detain

the House at any length on the second read-
ing of the measure; but I am desirous of
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aseertaining—for I was not present when the
second reading was moved—what iz the
special necessity for this Bill, We have
already courts of session at all the larger
towns of the State.

The Premier: Only at a very few towns.

Hon. T. WALKER: We have one at Bun-
bury

The Premier:
one at Kalgoorlie,

Hon, T. WALKER: And also one at
Broome. Where else does the Premier want
them?

The Premier:
Wyndham.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is true that pos-
sibly we might want these courts elsewhere;
but by the Bill we are practically abolishing
the existing courts and establishing a new
form of court.

The Premier:
cedure,

Hon. T. WALEER: That is an argument
in favour of the Bill; the uniformity in re-
spect of courts which would result from this
intended legislation is desirable. Buot again
I ask what special urgency is there in the
matter? When we have other measures of
great importance awaiting our attention,
what good is to be gained by passing this
Bill during the present session? T myself
have not heard any argument tending to
show the need for the Bill, We carry out
both in our civil and ir our criminal juris-
dietion courts all the requirements of the
Btate. There is no difficulty about the mat-
ter. If we pass this Bill, however, we are
bound te declare new districts, and probably
new magistrates would then have to be ap-
peinted for those districts. The presumption
is that in all the -areas there will be magis-
terial districts, or combinations of two or
more magisterial districts, for which there
will be presidents with legal qualifications.
Such a president will not be a magistrate
who has developed te his exalted position by
merit and long experience and service in the
court without legal training.

And one at Albany, and

We might want one at

The Bill will simplify pro-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, T. WALKER: I was pointing out
that there is practically mo new provision
whatever in the Bill, so far as the administra-
tion of justice is concerned, exeepting that it
provides that the existing machinery, with a
new name, can be taken into remote distriets
and so, it is supposed, decentralise the ad-
ministration of justice. It is quite true, as

-has” been pointed.ont,. that the provision for

circuit courts or courts of quarter session is
very old. It goes back to an old ordinance
dated 1845, The object of that ordirance
was to provide for the possibility of circuit
eourts heing conducted at Albany. Times
have changed and the eouniry has extended.
I suppose we must try to create facilities for
the far-distant outposts of settlement such
as Wyndham and the North-West generally.
What I fear is this: While a provisien, such
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as that contained in the Bill, might be desir-
able it we had a Yot of money to spend, the
country is in such a position that I greatly
tear the law will be a dead letter. It will
remain on the Statute-hook for T <o not know
how long, without being put into practice. I
do not know who instigated the measure,

Mr. Teesdale: Have not the legal profes-
sion asked for it!

Hon. T. WALKER: T do not know that
they have. 1 am at a loss to understand why
this Bill should be considered an urgent mea-
sure and plaved before other important Bills
wu are to constder this session. There is no
crying need for it. 1 cannot see that it will
do the Jegal profession mnek good. Let us
suppose we have created a division of zession
away in the North-West, under which we will
engble the people of that part of the State
to have their lesser criminal cases tried
locally instead of coming down to Broome
or Perth. It must always be understood that
the greater capital offences cannot be tried
by the courts.

Mr. Darvies:
judge.

Hon, T. WALKER: The usual constitution
of the court comprises magistrates for the
whole State, They c¢anuot try cases of
murder, wilful murder, scidition, and capital
offences generally. The process, if there
were trials of that kind loeally, would he as
provided for mow. We could either senmid wp
a judge to preside or we coulil appoint a
commissgioner, who must be a man of lepal
standing of at least seven years. Repeatedly
we have sent up a legal praetitioner who has
been appointell a ecommissioner and he has
presided over courts where murder and like
charges were dealt with, ‘The maehinery for
that procedure cXists now, without the ncees-
sity for any Bill to re-establish any such
machinery, The supposition is that we should
have legal practitioners appeinted to our
magistra vy, | believe that is the object of
these Grvernawents who have recently been
in office,

The Premier: 1 think that is right, too.

Ifen. T. WALKER: It is perfeetly right,
and I intreduced the principle myself.

Mr, Teesdale:  Have they done thot at
Broome?

Hon. T. WALKER: In that case, | un-
derstand. the Government advertised for o
magistrate with the necessary legal ¢ualifi-
cations, For some reason or other, that was
ahandoned. A new appointment has been
made—7T find uo fanlt with that appointment
—of g man who has studied law, but has not
yet passed his examinmations. J helieve I am
right in stating that a condition of his ap-
pointment has Dbeen that lie shall pass the
necessary lepal examinations. Regarding the
far North-West, what will e the position if
wu create o Jivision out of sume of the mag-
isterigl Jistriets in that part of the State!?
I am atraid we will encounter the same diffi-
cultiod roparling legal practioners as we do
now. We cannot keep the legul profession
waiting for povitions to turn up in the far

Unless presided over by a
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North-West. If we had trial by jury there,
we would still have to take up from Perth or
from some other centre, legal practitioners
for the defence.

Mr. Underwood: Why?

Hon, T. WALEER: Beeause the legal
practitioners arc not to be fowad at these
out of the way places.

My, Umderwood:  Yes, they are at Broome.

Hon. T. WALKER: We have already pro-
vided for Breome. The Bill is for an exten-
sion further'north than thai place.

Ay, Twmderwoold: What about further
south!

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, in the Ksperance
district, for instance, we econld do with a
vourt of that description,

The Minister for Works:
plenty of time there.

Hon. T. WWALKER: Quite so, but where
legal practitioners are within easy reach of
Ravensthorpe or Hopetoun, even there you
wonll have the same diffienlty. I point this
out to show that the Bill, if passed, although
not ohjectionable in any sense, is one which
hecanse it will cost money te put into opera-
tion and will possibly require new appoint-
ments, neccssitating the payment of larger
amounts from the public exchequer, will re-
main, for a long time to come, a ddead Jetter,
and T object to that form of legislation.

You would have

The PREMIER (MHon, Sir Jumes Mitchell
—~XNortham—in reply} [740]: T do not
gnestion the legal knowledge possessed by the
wember for Kanown {Ion. T. Walker), but
as to the question of expenditure, the Bill
will not be more expensive to administer than
the present law, The Bill will really make
Letter provision for the local administration
of  justice than does the Aect of 1845,
I am pglad the hon. member mentioncd the
Xorth becauvse it is in that part of the State
that the Bill will prove of great servive, It
may mwean that we shall have to appoint a
legal wentleman of eonsiderable standing to
preside over a division which would embrace
the districts extending from, say, Onslow to
Wyncdliom,  In any case, that shonld be done
becanse the circumstances surrounding erime
in that part of the SBtate are (different from
those in other parts of the State. Those cir-
enmstunees nevessitnte the appointment of a
man with loeal knowledge to try such cases,
amd it is Dbeepuse of that faet, that the Bill
should he passed. It provides merely for an
extension of the present Aet uwnder which
quiarter sessions are held in Bunbury, Albany,
and, | believe, in Kalgoorlie. The extension
is not ot sueh o serious form as to entail, for
a long time to eome, the expenditure of any
congidernble snum of money. It would be of
deeided advantage to have o man of legal
stauding appointeld te preside over the courts
in the North-West, There is the disadvantage
that in many plaves it is diffieult to supply
counsel and it is undesirable that a man,
chareesl with a serious offence, should be
tricd without the assistance of counsel. We
shoulil be able to get counsel withont any
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great cost. I think it would be possible for
proper representation on behalf of the ac-
cused to be arranged in such gourts.

Hon, T. Walker: There is room for great
reform there. In some parts of the world,
there are departments of goverument whose
funetion it is to defend persons charged in
the eriminal courts. The Crown has to pro-
vide ecounsel for the defence equally as to
provide for fhe prosecution.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I am glad of the inter-
jeetion heeaunse I agree with the hon. member.
If the court were held at stated intervals it
should be possible for counsel te be supplied
to represent the accused persoms. It will be
scen that the Bill provides for an extension
in the right {irection. The old Aect, which
was passed in 1845, really provided for the
trial of cases at Albany. In those days it
tock a long time to come from Albany to
Perth, involving considerable expense in pro-
viding witnesses and so on, As it was with
Albany in those days, so it is with the out-
lying parts of the State to-day.

Question pnt and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to S5—agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. T. WALKER: 1 move—

That the following be added to stand as
Seetion 47Th:—(1) Where the elaim in any
action is for an unliguidated demand or
damages or other relief, and the defendant
_has given notice of his intention to defend
same, the plaimtiff may, by summons re-
turnable to the chamber of the magistrates,
apply for an order that the defendant fur-
nish the particulars of his grounds for de-
fence within the time named in such order.
(2) Shouvld the dcfendant, without reason-
able cause, neglect to supply pariiculars of
his' grounds of defence, he shall be liable
to pay the flaintiff’s costs of the pro-
ceedings in any event. (3) The defendant
may 2t any time hefore judgment amend
hig grounds of defence upon such terms as
to costs or otherwise asg the mapgistrate
may order.

The Premier: I will accept that.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then it is unneces-
sary that I should explaie it. The practice
already exists in the Supreme Court. The
defendant is not prejudiced, because Sub-
clause 3 allows him at any time before judg-
ment to amend the grounds of his defence.
The procedure is time-honoured in the
Supreme Court.
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The Premier: It is in keeping with the
remainder of the Aet.
Hon. T. WALKER: That is so.

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-1922.
In Committee of Supply.

Reaumed from 10th November; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Public Works Department (iHon. W. L.
George, Minister), ‘
Vote—Fublie

£106,755:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J.  George—Murray-Wellington) [7.52]:
Every effort has been made to present the
annual veport of the department, up to the
30th June last, before the diseussion on these
Estimates; but the Government Printing
Office is so busy with ‘‘Hansard’’ and other
things that it has been unable to let us have
the report. We hope to have it next week.
In the meantime I trust that hon, meémbers
will extend to me their usual kindness, in
which cose my Estimates will be passed be-
fore the report comes to hand. If hon. mem-
bers .will lock at the report for last year
they will find there every particular that ean
be supplied in regard to the work deme by
the department. The department is not par-
tieularly well fittedl for theatriea! diaplay. It
may be termed the department in dungareces.
It does the work of all the vest of the de-
partments, Still we are proud to feel that,
as a rule, we can give satisfaction, except to
those who ask for things for which I have
no money, Hon. members will see how wide
is the ground covered by the department. The
funds we had at our disposal last year aggre-
gated £743,000. We dealt with all classes
of work suech as railways, jetties, harbours,
schools, halls, maintenance, lighting, and
various other requirements. We carried out
for the several departments a lot of work for
which previously we used to charge, work
such as lighting, sanitary service, and things
of that sort, for which we now get no pay-
ment at all, We had last year an excess,
which was accounted for by items not known
to the department when the Estimates were
made up. One large item was the furnishing
of the Agent General’s house in England.
This has been fully discussed.

Mr., O'Loghlen: And we can discuss it
again to-might. ‘

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
memher is at liberty to do so. One of the
particular duties of the department is the
maintenanee of public bnildings. For some
years to come, if the moncy can be provided,
maintenance will be a very heavy charge.
For quite a long time we have lived on our
fat, so to speak, we have allowed the baoild-
ings to go without thorough painting and

works and  Dbuildings,
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repairs for longer than was advisable. The
financial exigencies of successive Govern-
ments have led to a policy of potting off,
until we ean put off no longer. Consequently
a good deal of money will be required for the
maintenance of public buildings strewn all
over the State. The staff at the 1lst July
numbered 208, One department which I do
not think s adequately understood by hon.
members is that which has the management
of Government properties in the shape of
houses and other buildings from which we
receive rent.  From such places we collect
between £10,000 and £12,000 per annum, and
of course we have to maintain the properties.
There Was a large amount in arrears some
214 years ago, but the present acting officer
in charge of that sub-department has carried
out instructions and reduced the arrears to
within reasonable bounds. A good many of
those buildings have come to us with re.
sumptions, as in the case of the resumption
in Weat Perth of what were known as the
Perth markets. It will be seen that the roads
and bridges vote is practically the
same as before. If I bhave to rely
entirely on the vote, I shall have very
little money beyond what is neecessary
to pay over to the road boards by way
of subsidies. In the Government Property
Trust Account provision is made for the giv-
ing of assistance in the construction of reads
and bridges. Hon. members representing the
South-West where, owing to the heavy rains,
it is essential that roads and bridges should
be well made, can rely npon it that, so far
as means will permit, their represcntations
on behalf of their constituents will he care-
fully looked after, That, of course, applies
to all members, from whatever part of the
State they may come. I only regret that
we have not a very muech larger sum to de-
vote to the constrnetion and maintenance of
roads. A million pounds wonld not be one
peuny too much for the purpese. Economie-
ally, railways have been carricd to the ex-
treme limit of safety. We are settling men
in all parts of the State, and in'many in-
stances asking them to cart long distances
over what are merely bush tracks. I am
one of those who believe that a policy of
gpending money to make good roads and thus
enabling a settler to do more in a day than
he would otherwise be able to do is an abso-
lutely sound one. If it iz possible by the
provision of good roads for a man to cart
two loads of wheat or two loads of potatoes
a day where previously he was able to eart
only onc load, it means adding immeasurably
to that man’s opportunify rof making good,
for this saving of time is of the preatest
importance to him in the carrying out of
his work. I am sanguine, although it has
not been posgible this session, that next ses-
gion it may be possible to bring down a Bill
by which we can deal with the roads which
are the main feeders of our railways, and
deal with'them-in a manner which, while it
will not press unduly on those whe have to
contribute the funds, will prove of great
efficieney and service to them. Tf a simple
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Bill, without any fine points of law in it,
were brought before the House with this ob-
jeet in view, I am satisfied it would reeceive
favourable and sympathetic consideration.
The recent visit of the Parliamentary party
to the South-West has shown the greater
necessity that exists in all the southern parts
of our territory for the construction of roads
of a stronger and more permanent nature
than t8 required in the Wheat Beit, where the
rainfall is not so heavy. Any remarks upon
these Estimates would fall ghort of what
they should be unfess reference were made to
the Perth-Fremantle road. That road has
cost the department & considerable sum of
money to keep in repair during the last few
years, Y maintain that in the apportionment
of the traffic fees, a fair allocation of the
amount collected should be recouped to the
Government. However, the City of Perth,
led by its Mayor and backed by its Town Clerk,
embittered by the fact that it has not been
allowed to swallow all the traffic fees as was
the case for years, thought fit to differ from
me in my interpretation of the Act, and is
suing me. Should the Perth City Couneil
win the case, the House may later on consider
it advisable to make some alteration in re-
gard to the fees collected and see that they
are diverted to their proper use, namely to
repair the damage done to the roads. If the
State charges large fees as we are charging
trafic to-day, the only justification being
that the vehicles are destroying the roads,
surgly ecommon justice demands that the fees
collected should be utilised to repair the
damage. That is the reason why T dealt with
the traffic fees in the way I did. The Gorv-
ernment liabilities in connection with both
Fremantle and Perth are pretty heavy. The
upkeep of the Fremantle-road bridge falls
on the Government and the same applies to
the Perth Cnruseway, even to the lighting.
I do not say that there may not have been a
good precedent for what was done some years
ago, but the circumstances prevailing to-day
should be taken into consideration. T am
pleased to say that the Fremantle Municipal
Council have recognised that the action taken
by me with regard to the traffic fees hag
been inspired by an honest endeavour to do
what was fair to all parties. The other day
they sent me a Tetter, conveying the terms of
the resolution passed at their meeting, which
might be a pattern to the Terth City Coureil
to read, mark, and inwardly digest. Our
harhours and rivers cover a*wide scope. The
work in the Fremantle harbour is progress-
ing favourably., Tt will be some time before
the entire Aredging is finished, but when it
is competed ships drawing 36 feet of water
wiil he able to comfortably enter the har-
bottr.  Should it be necessary to further
decpen the harbour, we shall be able to do
it by further dredging, as we have done the
blasting as we went along. 1 point out to
members that various items in conneetion
with the North-West have been placed under
n separate heading. The reason for this is
to be found in the recvent appointment of a
Commissioner to deal with various matters
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affeeting the North-West. I am simply dir-

ecting attention to this fact for the informa- -

tion of members interested in the North-
West. We are earrying on as before under
the Public Works Department, but we are
considering means by which a complete defin-
ition of the sphere of influence of the Works
Department and the Commissioner shall be
made, so that the business of the State can
proceed without let or hindrance and eer-
tainly without friction. We have held scveral
conferences in connection with this mat-
ter and as soon as we can arrive at a scheme,
the whole business will be settled. I am
not able to say anything more at this stage,
but T felt it would be wise and only decent
to let members representing North-West
consgtituencies know that this rather delicate
part of the business is being carefully con-
gidered with a view to getting the best not
ouly out of the Commissioner, but out of
those funetions which have belonged to the
Works Departmment and may continue to be-
long to them, but which will be so clearly
defined that it will not be possible for one
or the other to do otberwise than accept the
share of the blame or eredit as the ease may
be. Regarding the Margaret River-Flinders
Bay railway, some little work has been pro-
ceeded with, but not the volume I wonld have
liked to do. We are hampered by the high
cost of rails, and it ceriainly is not econo-
mical to proeceed with the formation and
other parts of the works unless we can fol-
low it up by laying the rails and putting o
locomotive on the traek., The lower end of
this railwny has been turned over to the
‘Lands Department as they have a group
settloment there under their officers. We
have no desire to send our officers there when
one set of officers at present on the scene can
do the work, During the session a question
was asked regarding the rents being paid
for offices, cte.,, to which a reply was given,
Lut T was not able in the short space of m¥
reply to explain that we arc still paying
£2,100 a year in rent for premises which be-
long to private people. This i3 not for
offices, but comprises something like 150
different items, representing rents being paid
for buildings throughout the State used prin-
eipally for the Edneation Department and
also for other departments, For example, the
Wilga school costs £26 a year, the Onslow
school £10, Benger school £10, Lyall's Mil
£13 and so on. Various requests have been
made for assistance in tonnection with the
erection of agricultural halls. Older mem-
bers will recolleet that, as soon as war was
deciared, in 1914, the Lahour Government
quite rightly stopped assistance to agricul-
tural halls, being of opinion that in time of
stress these items might be regarded as
luxuries or semi-luxnries and might safely be
allowed te stand over, It has not been pos-
sible for the Government to resume payments
except to a comparatively small extent and
only in those cases where assistanece was pro-
mised before the war, Later applications
have had to wait, During the last
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few months, however, there has been
a development which I -would like to
see spread throughout the State. Mem-

bers who vepresent country districts kunow
that applications for the use of schools have
been made to the Education Department from
centres that do not possess halls. The
Education Department have objected in many
instances, because they found that the
school desks and other things, after being
shifted to permit of the building being used
for a political meeting, for a dance or other
gocial entertainment, were not put back,
and the people were not too eager to sweep out
the place and have it ready for the children
next morning.  Therefore, the department
have refuged many of these applications, There
have, however, been instances of people desir-
ing both a hall and a school, and where it has
been possible to make an arrangement, we
have provided that the hall shall be re-
garded as Government property primarily
for the school! and secondarily for social
purposes.  This has cnabled the people to
make use of these buildings for meetings,
and has cnabled the funds at the disposal
of the department in connection with schools
to Dbe spread over a larger area than other-
wige would have been the case, Assuming
that it costs £200 or £250 to put up a hall,
the bnilding has te be constructed to a
design of the Public Works Department, one
half of the cost being found by the people
and the other half by the Edueation De-
partment.  An agreement is eatered into
under which those who have charge of the
hall undertake to permit it to be re-
garded and used entirely for educational
purposes, but when it is required for
secial purposes they give three days’
notice to the tcacher and undertake to
carefully remove the whole of the school
property. After the entertainment is over,
the hall has to be properly cleaned and
the school property returned and arranged

so that the achool can be condueted
on the following day. Agreements to this
effect have worked fairly.well. Y am speak-

ing of this, because I know that many mem-
bers have been pressed by their constituents
to get assistance for the erection of agrieul-
tural halls, With this syatem in vogue, they
‘wiil be able, in suitable cases, to represent
the matter elearvly to their constituents, and
place the facts before the Government with
a view to securing similar consideration,
I am satisfied that this is a system which
can, well be carried into effeet. T know of a
number of caseg where it would have cost us
a considerable amount for a school, but by
adopting this system we bave been able to
keep within our means, and give social oppor-
tunities to a distriet which wonld otherwise
go without them. We have also safeguarded
the requirements of the Education Depart-
ment by providing a building which is re-
garded primarily as a school.

Mr. 8imons: Do the Government pay the
whole eost?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Gov-
crnment pay half the cost. I commend the
Estimates to hon. members,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.16]: I com-
mend the Minister for Works for his modesty
in introducing these Estimates. He lkened
his department to a department in dungarees,
I venture to say that it is one of the most
important departments in the service. To
it is entrusted the construetiom of our large
public works, the laying down of railroads,
the construction of drainage, and other vast
works of vital importance to the State, I
regret that the Minister Jid net intimate
what his intentions were with respect to
bringing in legislation along the lines of the
Country Roads Act of Victoria. I under-
stand he has had under consideration for
some time the preparation of a Bill which
wonld go some wnay towards solving the
difficaltivs vonnected with our main roads
gystem. It will be fresh in the memory of
some members that the Minister, owing to
the great care he exereised beforehand, was
able to get through the Ifouse in one evening
a consolidating Roads Bill comprising about
S0 clauses.
one cvening, it should be easy for him to
submit to the House a measure so framed as
to meet the stupendous difficulty of dealing
with our main roads in & comprehensive man-
ner.

Hon, W, (. Angwin: Do vou think we can
stand it!

Mr, PTCKERING: The Staie will have to
face it. 1f Western Australia is to progress
we must have a better main roads system
than we have to-day. After the experience
we have had of road boards and the comnstrue-
tion and maintenance of main roads, we must
agree that some special body will have to he
authorised to jwroperly conirol this important
phase of our development.  The work con-
fronting read beards, in maintaining and
constructing feeder and other roads, is of
quite sufticient mapnitude for them to under-
take. Thoxe members who had an opportunity
of visiting certain ventres in the South-West
recently must have hoen impressed by the
bad state of the roads throughout the greater
portion of the e¢ountiy they saw, amd must
agree that something should be done in the
direction of giving effective road faeilities
in order that the various settlements we are
establishing there may have a reasonable
chance of suevess, A special vote of consider-
ahle mapnitnde will bave to be passéd if we
are going to do anything practical along
these lines. 1 am plad to have the assur-
ance of the Minister that it is his intention
to meet with favour any reasonable appli-
cation for assistonce in this direction. He
knows the conditiens appertaining to the
Seuth-West, and is fomiliar with the difficul-
ties of road construction there; he represents
one of the distrivts within that province. As
he himself says, the main reads in the South-
West are difficult te maintain, owing partly
to the large number of culverts and bridges

If the Minister can do that in °
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which are reguired. Last summer the road

_boaril in my clectorate, although every pre-

caution was taken to protect the culverts
and bridges from fire, had the misfortune to
lose several of their cunlverts and bridges as
& result of bush fires. I brought the matter
under the muotice of the Minister, and he
promised to favourably consider the question
of assisting in the direction of making good
this loss. I hope the Loan Estimates will
disclose that an amount of money bas been
allocated tor effecting these repairs. It will
be impossible for the road board to do any-
thing itself in the immediate foture. I con-
gratulate the Minister upon the fine school
at Donnybrook which is now nearing com-
pletion, 1 understand the building was put
up under the day labour system, and I hope
the Minister's estimnte of costs has been
more than justified. .

The Minister for Works: Hundreds of
pounds have been saved.

My, PICKERING: The work has been well
carried out and the building will he a eredit-
able one. [ am sure the Minister will find
it neeessary to increase its size at an early
date,  Whilst at Donnybrook recently our
attention was drawn to the then inadequacy
of the builling for present requirements. As
[ understand it is the intention of the Edu-
cation Department to make Donnybrook one
of the centres for experimenting with the
consolidated school system, I think it will
shortly bLe necessary to make additions to
that building. T would draw the attention
of the Minister to the disgraceful condition
of the Donnybrook court house. Steps should.
be taken to pull down the building and ereet
another in conjunction with the present
police quarters. A large building is not Te-’
yuired, and if a building similar to the ex-
isting police vourt were put up, it would
meet all requirements. I spoke to the Resi-
dent Magistrate when 1 was there, und he
agrecd that some such provision would be
adequate.  The court house itself is a dis-
grace to the town. 1t was an old bLuilding
brought from the poldficlds and ix not suit-
able to the district. 1 should like to have
some  information trom the Minister upon
the question of ilrainage. The (rrinnge in
the South-West has for the wost purt been
condueted nnder the anspices of the Publie
Works Deparfment, and a considerable de-
velopment of that system is neeessary. The
advantages of o drainage system were made
apparent to members who vevently visited the
South-VWest, and 1 hope stepa will he taken
to provide a comsidernble fund in the near
future for the adequate draining of* that por-
tion of the South-West lying between Perth
and Busselton, Unless the State ovolves and
carries out some concrete scheme of drain-
ape, it is futile for settlera of their own
initiative to attempt to deal with the sita-
ation. If we are to adequately develop that
part of the State we must have a main drain-
age system, and T trust the Minister will
take an early opportunity of providing suoffi-
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knocking off work to carry Dbricks for the
men on the Jand to build agricultural halls
during their spare time, It is not my object
to delay the passing of the Estimates. T
want, if possible to assist the Minister, Es-
pecially do T want him to realise that the
country roads must he attended to, The road
trom Bunbury to Busselton should be put in
n passable state of repair as soon as pos-
sible. The amount of traflic over that road,
during the summer months especially, is very
great. In my opinion, Busselton and the
Caves represent one of the finest pleasure and
health resorts in the State, and are bound to
tome inte their own sooner or later. I quite
agree that something should be done towards
the maintenance of publie buildings. The re-
marks of the Minister for Works in this con-
uwection are very true indeed. If anything
suffers from neglect of maintenance, it is
public buildings. T realise how serious the
item must be to the Minister for Works. It
is wicked to see public buildings fall into
disrepair  through  want of maintenance,
which means that they will have to be put
in order later on at mwuch heavier expense.
No bnilding in Western Anstralia should be
left even for five years without being painted
outside; in fact, five years is too long a
period in a climate like that of Western Aus-
tralia. But here we have buildings left for
10 years or more without being painted, and
that is a very serious matter. I trust that
the finances of the State will soon so adjust
themselves that public buildings will rcecive
proper attention. I was glad to hear from
the Minister for Works that the oceupancy
of private buildings for offices is on the de-
erease; and [ hope that soon we shall be in
o position to erect proper public offices, so
that all the eivil servants in Perth ean bhe
housed in one building.

The Minister for Works: We are now
eaving between £3,000 and £4,000 2 year in
office rents.

Mr, PICKERING: The Minister is to be
congratulated on that fact. 1 trust that an
appropriate and elegant structure will soon
be erceted to contain all the public offices of
the capital of this State.

CAPT, CARTER (Leedcrville) [8.358]: 1t
is mot my intention to depart from my cus-
tom of making a short apeech. T cannot let
the opportunity pass to say a few words on
these particular Estimates. Tirst, I desire
to eongratulate the Minister on his attempt
to save £17,000 on last year’s expenditure. T
trust the anticipation will be realised.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: This is the worst
department to cut down.

CAPT. CARTER: 1 quitc agree that the
Public Works Department, like the Aprieul-
tural Department, should receive every atten-
tion from all sides of the Chamber, and every
eonsideration and sympathy. At present,
however, there are necessarily so many things
crowding into the Minister’s mind as of
paramount importance, ecach demanding
priority of place, that it must be hard for
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him to diseriminate and decide which is the
most urgent, We all of us, in our parochial
way, think we have the most important re
quirements. The previous speaker no doubt
congiders that the condition of the Busselton
jetty and the silting of the Busselton harbour
are vitally important matters. Im my own
district T do not think one need go very far
to find evidence of the nced of a comprehen-
sive road-improvement scheme. In my apeech
on the Address-in-reply T stressed the necessity
tor a State-wide, comprchengive scheme of
coadd improvetent; and the trip throngh the
South-Weat has impressed on me what, as a
matter of fact, was already prominent in my
wind, namely that there exists a vitally ur-
gent neeessity for improvement of our roads.
The matter is one which is going to take a
considerable time; but prompt attention
should bhe given to it where the roads are so
Lad as to be practically impassable, which
is the case in my district, where a broken
down cart, with axles and wheels smashed,
may be found to almest every mile of road.
[ refer to the road which taps the great dis-
trict of Osborne Park, and the country right
through to North Beach, where ene of the
main sources of our vegetable aupply ia situ-
ated, and whence a great deal of dairy pro-
Jluwee iy earted into the eity. I have reason
to know the Minister ia sympathetic in this
respeet, and I have rcason to thank him for
the manner in which he met a deputation of
my clectors some time age. He met them in
a2 very kindly spirit, and gave them what
they asked.

Hon. P. Collier:
goes.

Capt. CARTER: Wce all know the Min-
silence on those matters.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: When you have heen
here a little longer, yom will learn to keep
slienec on those matters,

Capt. CARTER: TUowever, the Minister
lias turned down one or two of my requests.
There are one or two nceds of my district
which the Committee, viewing them broadly,
will recogmise ag very important. The North
Beach-road was build ycars age on the old
bloek system, and then improved by sleepers.
Now the sleepers are worn ouf, and nothing
is being done in the way of repairs. Over
that road men are earting their produce be-
fore daybreak all through the winter months,
and arc unable to cart it successfully. They
hreak their axles and wheels, and, I might
add, their hearts. A man who was in my
office the other day, said, *‘T brought in a
couple of pounds worth of potatoes this morn-
ing, and it is costing me £7 to get home. 1
have broken the axle of my ecart, and two
wheels as well,’”? Such an experienee is mnot
an tngommon one, and I trust the Minister
will regard the matter as of great importance.

The Minister for Works: What about the
local road board?

Capt. CARTER: The board have made
several attempts to get that matter, like the
matter of the drainage of the Njookenboroo
diatrict, set in order; but they have not had

That is how the money
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cient funds for the purpose. From the de-
velopments which have already ocenrred in
this direction, it was evident to membersg who
made the recent trip to the South-West that
the value of the land can be increazed by
fully 500 per eent, [ was glad to hear the
Minister's referenve to the Margaret River
railway, This is one of the promised rail-
ways which has been long deferred.

e, W. O, Apgwin: That is a loan matter,

Mr, PTUKERING: I know that, but I take
thig opportunity of mentioning it.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: You eannot de so;
it is o lean matter,

Mr, PICKERING: I am going to do it
This is an important railway, and I trust
the Minister will place it amongst the first
to be provided for on the Loan Estimates.
The Government are opening up fairly large
goldier settlements in the district, T was re-
cently informed that it swas with the ntmost
diffieulty that the officer in eharge was able to
got through sufficient supplies to keep those
people on the country they are preparing for
their hollings. This position was due to the
bad stute of the roads, which members will
have noticed for themselves quife recently.
Tnlexs the settlers there are pmiven railway
communication very soon, something serious
will happen to them. In my own ilistriet
adequate transport facilitics are required for
soldier settlers, [ o not hlame the depart-
ment so mneh in this regard, There has been
grave delay in the eonstruction of roads in
certain parts of the Maryvhrook cstate. 1
teust that adequate facilities will be given
to those people to go to and from their hold-
ingrs, T oregret that the suw required for the
maintenunee of the caves road has heen re-
dueed. The fraftic which carries sopplies to
solidicr settlers and othera at Augusta has in
the past travellel over this caves road, and
this has weeessitated a good deal of wear and
teur npon *hat highway. [ trust every pre-
eaution will he taken to vrevent that roead
from falling into a hadl state of repair for
the want of a little mpuey spent upon it.
[ should like to impress upon members the
necessity for the fulfilnient of the promis:
given that the Busselton jetty should he ex-
tended, more especially ns this promise was
ratified by Parliament. When a vote is onee
passed, it shoald not be within the province
of an oftieer in the service to exercise his dis-
eretion awdl siay whether the work shonid he
carried out or net.

Hon, W, ', Anewin:
or not!

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is wanted, and this
Chamber nrrived at the conclugion that the
work shoull o o When we come to deal
with the Loan FEstimates [ lope to have a
photograph ready to illustrate to ‘members
the ditliculty that two vessels have to contend
with when lying alongside the jetty at Bus-
eelton. In view of the fact that so much
timber is shipped from that port, members

Whether it ia wanted]

will realise that adequate shipping facilities -

must be afforded there. The Commissioner
for Railways has only voiced the matter from
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nue point of view, but there are other aspects
of the easc to be borne in miud, one of which
i3 the seeurity of the vessels. Much larger
vessels go alongside the jetty to-day than
was the casc before the war, but the jetty
is not long enough to provide them with
sufficiently secure berthing aceommodation,
Vessels have come alongside and, taking up
nearly the whole apace, could not be securely
warped to the jetty. | was glad to hear the
Minister make some reference to agrienltural
halls, and I gather he will be prepared to
favourably consider applications in that re-
pard. We are seeking to develop our coun-
try, and we are asking people to go iato the
woyback blocks to make civilisation, Then
we must be prepared to give them some fa-
cilities in the way of publie halls, The night
i1 the eountry towns remote from the capital,
aml in districts such as Margaret River and
Augusta, ig such that it should have some-
thing to relieve it, and 1 sce no other way
of doing this than by providing lalls where
the residents ¢an meet aml have sowe cnjoy-
ment after finishing their day's or their
week'’s work. 1f we want to keep the people
in the country we must make country life
attractive,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: What has hgeome of
that big hall at Karrilale!?

Mr. PICKERING: 1t is still theve, .

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Parts of it are thore.

Mr. PICKKERING: The big hall is still
there, The hon, member iy confusing the
echiool aud quarters with the big hall, which
[ saw quite recently, | am not confining this
sugygestion to wmy own electorate; [ am ap-
plying it to all vountry electorates which we
are seeking to develop by closer sottlement.
We must he prepaved to make some saerilices
for the people who are prepaved to settle the
hackblocks,  Members from the wheat arcas
will endorse my statements with regard to
the need for apricnitoral halls; they know
the necessity for surh convenicnees.  Condi-
fious in the wheat arcas ave al times very
trving. Personally 1 o not agree with nxing
one building for the dual purpuse of stlhnol
amd agricultural hall, beeanse in sueh eivenm-
stanees much tedious toil i Imposed on people
wlo have been enjoying an evaning, inpsunnh
as aft the vlose of the cveping they lhave to
put the school in a fit condition for the re-
ception of the scholars un the next morning.
Therefore separnte buildings should he pro-
vided for the two purposes. As a compromise
the daal arrangement is a very gond thing,
but when we are undertaking hig settlement
schemes we should make the agricultural hall
end the school separate items,

Mr. Mann: Do vor not think a water snp-
ply is neeessary !

Mr., PICKERIXG: Certainly.

Hon, P. Collier Yo you not think a busy
bee could Luill & hall on a Saturday atfter-
woon? The Uply Men would Imild a hall in
tour hours for you.

Mr. PTUKERIKG: But the Ugly Men are
engaced on different kinds of lahowr from
that during the rest of the week. It is like
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sympathetic assistance from the Minister. In
that district during the past four years the
settlers have witnessed a rise of 22 ineches in
the water level. I know that that is due
largely to natural ¢awses; such as the removal
of trees and the consequent lesser absorption
of moisture from the earth; but there is au-
other reason, and one which T have no hesi-
tation in laying to the eharge of the Public
Works Department—the tapping of the ar-
tesian basin which apparently uaderlies the
whole of the district. In connection with the
opening up of the bores a great deal of
water has ron to waste; and the surface
water has ron to its lowest level, which is
Herdsman’s Lake. The conseguence is that
whereas a man a year ar {wo ago was farm-
ing six or eight aeres, he is now farming
only two or three acres, because of the flood
water. The evil has been increasing during
the last four years, but the registered rise in
the last 12 months has been 12 inches. The
fignres I give are open to correetion, but 1
think they are right. I have not had actnal
proof of them myself. There is a remedy for
the position. At present the Government are
un<lertaking the drainage of Herdsman’s
Lake, and this I ask them to expedite. If
they de se, they will not only facilitate the
work of the dairy farmer and the vegeiable
grower, but also provide employment in a
very wide measure for men secking work to-

day. I am aware that this matter is not on_

the Estimates before us, but it is one for
which the Minister in charge of these Esti-
mates is largely responsgible; and, mercover,
he mentioned such mattera in his speech. That
igs my reason for mentioning them now.

The Minister for Works: All right; T do
not eare.

Capt. CARTER: Moreover, the adoption
of my suggestion would furnish employment
of a productive natore, work useful to the
men engaged in it and to the community
generally. Amnother point touched on by the
Minister was the payment of rentals for the
housing of sehool children. In North Perth
there is, I claim, one of the most modern
schools in Australia. There are 880 children
in it at present, and the State is now paying
about £130 per year for the rentals of three
different halls in econnection with the school.
To me that scems dead money. It appears
to me that the State is throwing away £130
gnnnally instead of using that sum to pay in-
terest and sinking fund on a loan for the
e¢xtension of the present school buildings.
The school buildings were erected some years
ago, omitting provision for a central hall;
and to-day that big school of 800 or 9500
children has mo central hall. Any one who
understanda the genius of modern cduecation
must realise that the headmaster who does
not see his school as a school is labouring
under a very severe disadvantage. I consider
it necessary that the school in question should
be at onee provided with a central hall. The
matter has been explained to the Education
Department several times. All that is needed
is the covering in of a central portion which
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is now dead, being used for nothing but the
accommodation of a conple of water tanks.
If that central portion were covered and
floored, the resnlt would be to provide at an
expense of probably very little more than
£1,000—I know the departmental estimate is
about £1,800—a central hall big encugh for
all purposes. I claim that the provision of a
central hall eould be secured for very little
over £1,000. We have in the North Perth
Parents’ Association a comwittee of from
eight to ten practical builders who will guar-
antee that they will do the work for £1,000
or 30,

The Minister for Works:

a tender? .
* Capt. CARTER: They asked for permis-
sion to put one in. I am sure they will beat
the Government’s estimated price by several
hundred pounds,

The Minister for Works: We do not mind
being beaten.

Capt. CARTER: No, but you are chary
about giving them a chance. To my mind,
the expenditurc of £130 per annum is throw-
ing good money after bad. It is bad for
the school children that there is no central
hall at that institution. When the bell is
rung in wet weather, they have to hurry-scurry
to their reoms.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is better to pay
£130 a year than to pay nothing at ail

Capt. CARTER: Yes, but there are very
few places where there are no educational
facilities provided.

Members: There are mauy such places.

Capt. CARTER: There may be one or two
families, or one or two children, where ng
such facilities are provided, but I know of
no such cases. I am dealing with a school
that has upwards of 1,000 children.

Mr. Latham: Therc arc none so dcaf as
those who will not hear,

Capt. CARTER: 1 am not deaf and I am
willing to hear, but 1 have not heard of those
places. Tf the member for York (Mr.
Latham) has such places in his electorate,
it is his fault, because the Edueation De-
partment must be given credit for the adop-
tion of an energetic policy.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The djffieulty is to get
the required numiber of children in any one
locality. :

Capt. CARTER: That may be so.

Mr, O’Loghlen: I have three groups
where there is no school, but there are not
sufficient in any one locality.

Mr. Munsie: I have a group where they
have guaranteed 30 children but cannot get
a school yet.

Capt. CARTER: When in the South-West,
we saw men acting as Government con-
tractors driving eartloads of children for dis-
tances of severnl miles to and back from
achool. The Government, we know, help in
that direction,

Hon. P, Collier: There are 100 children at
Kendenup and they have not a school,

Did they put in
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Capt. CARTER: I do not held a brief for
the Minister for Education, but his poliey is
a big one. I find no fault with that policy.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Possibly the Works De-
partment is slow in giving effect to the Edu-
cation Department’s decisions,

Capt. CARTER: The Minister for Works
i benevolent in loocks and is benevelent at
times, but there are other times.

Hon. P. Collier: Doubtless he has his
cross moments,
Capt. CARTER: W¢ have heard a lot

from the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
ahout his wonderful caves and the upkeep of
the Caves-road, Within 35 miles of Perth
we have one of the finest cave districts in
the State.

Hon, P. Collier: Let us huild a read to it

Capt. CARTER: 1 refer to the Yanchep
district.  We have only to build a read and
we shall have one of the finest pleasure re-
sorts it is possible to find within easy dis-
tance of the metropolis, There the best
game, the best fishing, and the best sport of
21l deseriptions are to be obtained. Although
I am ashamed to adwit it, I have not been
there myself. I am told, however, that we
have there a practically unexplored portion
of our caves district. 1 am told that the
caves are very fine and 1 have read in a
reputable journal appearing on Sundays that
they are seeond to none. I hope the Minister

will leok towards the Vanchep caves, for ex--

pemditure on a road to that district will bring
ek money.

AMr. Teesdale: We will have another ex-
pedition.

Capt. CARTER: 1 believe money ex-
pended on the construction of that road

wonll be quickly returned to the State in
the improved health of the city and in the
ferm of hard eash.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Have
not enough pleasure resorts here already?

Capt. CARTER: No, there are several
which we will eopen up for the henefit of the
prople in the country districts.

Hon. P. Collier: For the toil-worn farmer,
when he comes to Perth; we want more
beauty spots for him to enjoy.

tapt. CARTEKR: And where he ean spend
hisx cheque, I appeal to the Government for
@ comprehensive drainage seheme and a com-
prehensive roads policy. T do not advocate
those policies for my own distriets alone in
a parochial way, but for the South-West as
well. I appeal to the Government for such
a poliecy in the interests of the great sour
lands of the South-West, ‘which are calling
out for drainage and the provision of good
rouds.

Mr., O'Loghlen:
will cost?

Capt. CARTER: T have not gone into the
question of estimates, but already we have
the Public Works Department engaged in She
drainage of Herdsman Iake. By expediting
that work, we could go a long way towards
relieving the unemployment question and im-
proving the lot of the farmers in that dis-

you

What do you estimate it
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trict.  Swch policies would run into seven
figures before the South-West wonld be ade-
guately drained and suflicient roads con-
structed; bunt even at such a figure, the
money would he wéll spent.

AMr, J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [851]: Tt
was not my intention to speak upon the
Works Egtimates, but, greatly to my aston-
ishment, 1 find that those Estimates have
been reduced. Although T have been preach-
ing economy:

Hon, W, {", Angwin: If you perused them
closely you would find they have been ia-
ereased hy £20,000,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Although I have been
preaching economy, I would like to sec more
money spent in the South-West. T believe
the South-West will be the salvation of West-
ern Awnstralia.  Tastead of secing this vote
reduced, T expeeted, on what 1 alone had
told the Minister, the vote womnld have been
inereased by at least £200,000.

The Minister for Works: It you liad seen
my first Estimates, they would have satisfied
you.

Mr, J. H, SMITIf: On the contrary, 1
find that what T aaticipated is not the case.
T fail te see why the Minister for Works
has done this. T consider the development
of the South-West is essentially bound up in
the department of the Minister for Works.
We require bridges and roads right through:
out the South-West,

Hon, W. O, Angwin: You know the most
essential requirement—people.

Ay, J. H. BMITH: Not in Fremautle, any:
how,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: You want their sup
port, in any case,

Mr. J, H. SMITH: That is so. This mat
ter is a nightmare to me. The number of re
quests T have received from various por
tions of my electorate would astound mem
bers, and yet the Vote is reduced.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There is always the same
teply—no funds.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: In the South-West we
require to approach the Minister for roads
culverts, bridges, and everything else unde
the sun; yet the Vote has been reduced. ]
have approached the Minister for Educatior
with requests. I appreciate the Minister fo
Education. Every time 1 approach him he
says, “‘Tf you can prove that there are snffi
cient c¢hildren to meet requirements, T wil
grant a school.”’ T am glad to say that the
Minister has fulfilled his promise every time

Mre, O'Loghlen: That is one decent mar
in the Government, at any rate,

Mr, J. H, SMITH: T feel inelined to mov
that these Tstimates should be increased by
£200,000 for the sake of my electorate alone
I do not see how it is possible for the Minis
ter for Works to carry out the promisea an
wishes of those Parliamentarians who visited
the South-West recently unless something i
done to-night to increase the vote. Tf I knev
the procedurs to be adopted, T would mowv
to amend the Estimates. As T do not know
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the procedure, I am preparved to leave it to
hon, members.

Hon. P. Collier: If you want to incrcase
it, you move for a reduction,

Mr, J, H. SMITH: If the Leader of the
Opposition will give me a lead, I will be
behind his back, hanging on to his cont tails.
T intend to ask in the ncar future for the
construction of not one railway but fér four
or five railways, in order to assist in the de-
velopment of the Sonth-West.

Mr. Johnston: That conld be dealt with
on the Loan Estimates.

The Minister for Works: Yes, let us deal
with the matter then.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am glad to know
I will have an opportunity later on. The
member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) has
furnished me with adviee as to the method
to be employed to defeat these Estimates,

The Minister for Works: To defeat the
Estimates!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, T want to defeat
them, Adequate provision has uot been made
in the kstimates, and I intend to move at a
later stage that they be reduced by £1. That
will enable hon. members to make it clear to
the Government that there should be another
£500,000, or a million pounds, spent in the
SBouth-West. We want a bold policy for
the development of the South-West,

The Minister for Works: T am not a bold
man,

The Minister for Agrieulture: We heard a
Iot last Thorsday night about bold policies
of development for the South-West.

IIon. P. Collier: The silent solitudes of the
bush cry out for money to develop them.

My, J. H, SMITH: T agree with the Leader
of the Opposition. I think he should como
forward and give us the advantage of his
enlightened mental indigestion or something
else. The Minister lmows exactly what the
conditions in the South-West really are, yet
he comes before members without a smile on
his faece and places such Estimates before
the Chamber. Il must know that these
Estimates, instead of providing for £106,000,
should have provided for £1,600,000 for the
development of the South-West.

Hon. P. Collier: We have just raised a
loan of three million pounds. What are we
going to do with it?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T agree with Mr.
FEwing, MIL.C, who, when speaking at =2
little gathering recently, stated that a bold
comprehensive policy must be adopted in the
South-West.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That phrase does not be-
long to him. - ' -

Mr. J. H. SMITH: He went on to say
that it would require 20 millions to develop
the Bouth-West.

Mr. McCallom: The figure is inereasing.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the Premier were
present to-night he would say it would re-
quire 40 millions, In any case, the Works
Department will require much more money
than is provided. I am greatly and griev-
ougly disappointed that the Minister, who
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represents a4 south-western  comstituency,
shovld eome to Parliament with reduced Es-
timates. I think some pressure must have
been brought to bear uwpon the Government
by the Country Party. I trust the member
for Collie (Mr, Wilson) will support me in
wmy remarks, because he can speak in much
plainer language on this subjeet. The only
course open to me i3 to move that the Esti-
mates be reduced by £1. The Leader of the
Country Party has told me that I represent
the brightest gem in Australia, and so I am
sure he will suppert me in my proposed
amendment. I regret that the Minister has
not seen lhis way clear te ingreasc the esti-
mated expenditure in the South-West by one
million pounds.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [9.2]: 1 am
sorry to sse no provision on the Estimates
for the Children’s Court. I do not know
whether the Minister has ever heen in there
on a hot day or on a wet day. The last time
we had a wet day there it was necessary to
wear goloshes if one wished to walk in com-
fort about the floor. The top windew, which
provides the only ventilation in the room,
is in the roof and happened to be open
when the storm broke, and in consequence
the rain came in all over the place. Very
few hon, members have ever troubled to
vigit the building. There is no window in
the eourt room.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Ts that the building
at the baek of the Children’s Department?

Mra. COWAN: Yes.

Ton. W. €. Angwin:
building at all.

Mrs, COWAN: The hon. member does not
come there often, nor does he evinee much
interest in the place. Also I should like to
know if ’t is not possible to do something
in the way of setting aside a definite amount
for maintenance, to be spent by various
boards and committeds in charge of public
buildings, We on the hospital board could
often save money to the State if we were
allowed a certain sum for necessary minor
repairs, which eost much more when left and
lumped together. The board is caused a great
deal of inconvenience through not having
even a amall fixed sum for the purpose.
Again, when there are buildings such as pub-
lie hospitals, schools and homes for children
to he erceted, the advice of competent women
in regard to the plans should be sought and
aceepted. Given their adviee, we should not
have quarters for babies so arranged that
they get the whole of the easterly wind in
winter and no sea brecze in snmmer. The
same may be eaid of the gquarters for the
heads of staffs. Again, kitchens and
dining rooms are placed where they get the
whole of the morning sun and a good deal
of the afternoon sun, while the vegetable
room and stores get all the sea breeze.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TIg that at the hos-
pitald

Mrs. COWAN: T am gpeaking of the
plans mace by the Architects’ Department.

That is not a had
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Probably the Minister does not know that
the planning of public buildings is some-
times done on those lines.

The Mirister for Works: I reprimanded
those who did that.

Mrs. COWAN: T am glad of that, It was
well deserved, It upsets one to go through
a buildirg like that and realise how badly
it was planned, Then there are the nurses’
quarters, which have no shelter over the
windows.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
buildings in Kalgoorlie, .

Mrs. COWAN: The hon. member always
seems to take the greatest possible objec-
tion to my remarks., He has his own views,
and I think he might sometimes allow me
opportunity for airing mine; they are gen-
erally in the interests of a portion of the
community who ecanmot look after them-
gelves,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is generally the
opposite way where you are. concerned.

Mrs. COWAN: I do not propose to
debate that question,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Women who want
assistance never get it from you,

Mrs. COWAN: Again, there are the de-
tention quarters for boys and girls at the
State children receiving home. That place
has never yet been provided with adequate
comfort or with proper arrangements for
the special types of incorrigible children,
and I am hoping that something will be
done in that respect in the near future. The
Minister will not mind this criticigm, because
when things are brounght *inder his notice he
is always most eonsiderate, and T am sure he
will realise that what T say is in the best
interests of the children, and therefore of the
State.

They have iron

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.8] Several of those who have
spoken to-night do not understand the Works
Estimates at all. The Works Department
merely carries out works asked for by other
departments. The member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) has been dealing with the
Charitics Department. The Works Depart-
ment does no work for that department ex-
cept what is requested through the Colonial
Seeretary.

Mrs. Cowan: T think, Mr. Chairman, you
would have called me to order——

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Let the hon.
member take her seat! T am in order all
right, TIs it not amusing to hear an hon.
member say f‘Pleasc Mr. Minister for Works
will you provide more ventilation and putb
the court in which I sit for an hour a week
in better order than it is’’9 What about the
children who go there? The hon. member
cares very little about them. She talks a
lot, but does nothing.

Mrs. Cowan: I do more than do you.

Hon. W.C. ANGWIN: My work in regard
to the children speaks for itself. School
buildings, work for the Lands Department,
work for the Health Department, work for
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the Palice Department, are all requested of
the Minister for Works by the various Min-
isters concerned. I do not know how the
present Minister for Works finds it, but my
experience was that every other department
had to be served first, and if anything were
left over, the Works Departiment could have
it.

The Minister for Works:
anything left over for me.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, the Minister
for Works generally has to do his work out
of the defieit. If hon, members will peruse
the Estimates, they will find that the Vote
for the Works Department has inereased hy
something like £20,000 this year. The actual
Estimates show a decrease of £17,000, but
when we turn to the Property Trust Account
we find an inerease of nearly £38,000 for the
Works Department. School buildings are not
detailed, but they are carried out, so far as
funds will permit, at the request of the Edu-
cation Department. The Royal Commission
on Education said the construetion of school
buildings should be passed over to the Edu-
cation Department.

Mr. Tecadale: So they should,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TIf the school
buildings were passed over to the Education
Department, they could not ercet one build-
ing more than money was provided for. Tt
is o good job we have a Minister for Works
who will wateh the expenditure in the Edn-
cation Department. It would be a bad sys-
tem to allow each department to carry out
the various works it requires. One depart-
ment only can properly carry out all the
works. The Works Dcpartment customarily
is abused for not providing larger sums on
the Estimates. I should like to see the Esti-
mates increased if possible, but we know
that it cannot be done. We are to have a
£500,000 or £600,000 deficit this year. Is
it possible for the Minister to carry out more
works than are provided for on the Esti-
mates withont increasing taxation? Of course
it eannot be done. The deficit i3 quite high
enough as it is. Go where one will in the
Eastern States, he ia told that Western Aus.
tralia is in a bad way, and is asked what iz
to he done about it presently.

Mr. Davies: It is largely due-to the help
we have given the Eastern States.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That was many
years ago. On my reeent trip I was fre-
quently asked ‘‘What is Western Australia
going to do presently?’’ Of eourse I had to
back up our Premier and point to our sink-
ing fund. T said to them, ‘‘If you had a
sinking fund such as we have, you would be
worse off than are we.”’

Mr. Teesdale: We have a bit of credit left

There is never

yet.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Not so mueh as have the
other States.

Mr, Teesdale:
every day.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It will be found
that, having regard to the funds at his dis-
posal, the Minister for Works has done about

We are refusing money
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as much as can be expected of him, We have
here a very large inerease in the schools
vote as against last year. That comes out of
lean money, which hon, members do not real-
ise. These items shown here are goods——

Mr. Underwood: Secondband typewriters.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Anything they can
get hold of is sold. It was paid for out of
Joan money, and the transfer is often merely
o Look entry, the thing not being sold at all.
Indeed, it is doubtful if the money is in the
Property Trust Account, beccause so many
of the items arc merely transfers from one
department to another, but the department
have been credited with the cost of the gdods
which have been paid for frem lean moneys,
whereas the moncy was supposed to be used
to carry out other works. In the cireum-
stances [ do not sec that much more eould
be done by the Minister. Like the Ministers
in control of other departments he has no
power over salarics. When speaking on the
Estimates generally I pointed out that sal-
aries in this department had inereased by
£5,000 to £6,000, but the Minister has no
power over that increase. The total vote
from Consolidated Revenne shows a decrease
of £17,000, but on the Property Trust Account
there is an inerease of £38,000, I would like
to see more work carried out than is provided
for in the Estimates, but there is not 4 mem-
ber in this House who could put up a case
justifying additional expenditure, I want
three achools and a number of roads in my
district, but it is useless to take a deputation
to the Minister. The Minister will not un-
dertake tho erection of any achool unless
the Eduecation Department order it.

Mr. O'Loghien: Do you think the Public
Works Department is over-manned?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not at present.

AMr. O'Loghlen: Arc there no sparc engin-
cers?

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN: There are very few
engineers at the present time. I wish to refer
to the remarks of the member for West Perth
regarding the need for verandahs for tho
nurses’ quarters at the Perth Hospital. When
I was Minister for Works I was requested
to provide verandahs for thesc quarters, but
when [ went to Kalgoorlie and saw the state
of the quarters there—a mueh hotter climate,
galvanised iron buildings on the barrack sys-
tem, and much worse conditions generally—
I said it would be much wiser to spend the
meney there. At that time there were no
verandahs at all. The nurses in Perth are
in Ileaven in comparison with those at Kal-
goorlie,

Hon. P. Collicr: Or any other of the gold-
firlds.

Hon., W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, We should
provide improved accommodation for those
on the outskirts of civilisation who aré work-
tog under much more trying conditions be-
fore contemplating expenditure for veran-
dahs to the nurses’ quarters in Perth. The
nurges at thc Ferth Hospital have splendid
quarters and ought to be well satisfied.
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Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.18]: These
Estimates indicate the use of the pruning-
knife and show clearly that the Minister is
sinearely anxions to practise cconomy. With
other speakers I regret that in view of the
present position of the finances it has been
found neceessary to keep the figures down so
low. Still the difficulty is great and because
of the difficelty I think we ahould congratu-
Jate the Minister in that he has recognised
it and reduced his Estimates, although T must
asknowledge that I feel a good deal of regret
that wore generous treatment is net given to
the road hboards.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have had the Min-
ister 2t Kalamunda at week-ends and have
done pretty well.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret [ have not had
the Minister out. I would alse like to take
the hon, member out and show him some of
the difticulties the local authorities have
to faece. The maximum subsidy allowed
to any road board is £300 on the
basis of 58, in the pound. When an amount
of £1,200 has been collected it is impossible
for a read board to receive any further sub-
sidy. Notwithstanding the faet that some
road boards are rating their lands above the
maximum allowed by the Act—this may be
done with the permission of the Minister—
the maximum subsidy which any road board
can receive, no matter what amount of rates
is collected, is £300. When one realises the
immense areas and the many miles of roads
which these local nuthorities have to main-
tain, it is not serprising that they find it
difficult to keep the roads in good order.
Referenee has been made to the burning out
of culverts in the South-West during the
summer, I suggest that the use of the Hume
pipe might overecome this diffieulty. My chief
reason for speaking to-night is to refer to
the license fees. T cxpress my deep apprecia-
tion of what the Minister has done regarding
the distribution of the license fees, I think
every member will support me when I say
that his action represents a step in the right
direction. Put the Minister should go much
further. At present certain road boards and
municipalities in the wmetropolitan area re-
eeive a certnin amount of money, but loeal
anthorities outside the metropolitan area re-
ccive no share of it, Their only receipts by
way of motor license fees are the amounts
colleeted locally, The step which the Min-
ister has taken is a very good and very fair
one, one that has doune much to equalise the
distribution, bot I would like him to con-
sider the question of the colleetion of all
motor liecnse fees throughout the State and
the distribution of them on either the basis
of revenve or the mileage or something he-
tween the two, T have no desire to bhe par-
ochial, but some of the most pepular motor

"rons are those to Mundaring Weir, Kala-

munda and Armadale, and these distriets
do mnot benefit by receiving any reasonable
portion of the license fees. To some extent the
Grecnmount road board benefits, but only
slightly. Many miles of the York-road, which



1676

is under the Greemmount road board, are
used by moterists and no bepefit is received
by the board in the way of license fees. The
same applics to the Darling Range road board
with respeet to the road to Kaldmunda, and
the Gosnells and Armadale-Kelmscott boards
with respect to the road to Armadale. Tt
wonld be just as reasonable to shy that the
motorists who live in such towhs as Narrogin,
Wagin and Katannning, having the advantage
of roads outside those municipalities, should
not pay something towards them. The road
boards in these districts should receive some
portion of the motor licenze fees collected
there. Thus the main centres would not be
the only ones to benefit; the outlying dis-
tricts which always bear zo heavy a burden
wounld receive some benefit also. The Mid-
ister’s propesition is a splendill one and
sipee we adumit.that it is fair and cquitable,
he should extend the prineiple so that the
country districts might benefit in the same
way. I sympathise with the Minister in that
the finaneial stringency does not permit him
te be more reasonable.

The Minister for Works:

Alr., SAMPSON: But the figures are on-
reasonable. The Minister has been compelled
by reason of the financial stringeney to be
very severe with pruning-knife. In that re-
spect I sympathise with him. In conclusion
I trust that the Minister will extend the area
which is to benefit from the license fees
collected.

I am reasonable,

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair]

Mr. SIMONS (Bast DPerth) [9.26]: In
eonnection with the amount sct apart for
public works I think every member will agrec
that in times of finaneial stringency we can-
not expeet to get for each of our electorates
the things which eur constitvents desire. At
the same time there are some electorates in
which eertain works are of such pressing ur-
geney that they shounld be set down as neces-
sities which cannot be avoided by any proper
administration, For instance, when we see
a constituency such as FEast Perth half-
starved and almost butchered through the
abolition of bridges and the wiping out of
erossings which had beer in existence ever
gince Perth was first surveyed, and see a com-
munity which should be pulsating with pro-
gress practically strangled, I think, withont
being parochial, we might fairly clecim that
matters of this kind need attention as mat-
ters of publie urgency.

The Minister for Waorks:
have been abolished?

Mr. STMONS: There is no proper erosssing
between Pier-street and Mt. Lawley. Every
Sunday the erossings between Mt Lawley and
Perth are locked. No other civilised com-
munity in the world would tolerate that sort
of thing from Ministers.

The Minister for Works:
the Railway Department.

Mr. SIMONS: They are forced to do that

Which bridges

That concerns

becanse the Works Department have never
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carried out the coustruction of the bridges
which were promised by a previous adminis
tration.

The Minister for Works:
wrong. )

Mr., SIMONS: The plans were prepared
and repeated deputations have left the gov-
ernmental authorities with promises that
these conditions would be remedied.  The
promises were made but were not honoured.
We do not lay the whole of the blame on the
present Minister, it the present administra.
tion has for 15 years in one phase or another
neglected the crossing question at East Petth,
East Perth is becoming one of the industrial
centres but it cannot continue to progress
while this policy of strangulation continnes.
It is & matter in which huan life is in-
volved.  For wmany years we litd a system
under whieh, when the big railway gates
were ghut the pedestrian gates ivere also
lotked; Now, however, while the big gates
are locked the pedestiian gates are left open,
and people erossing the line and thinking
from force of habit that gates being open,
everything is right, arc being swmashed to
pieces,

Mr, O'Loghlen:
whisker last night.

Mr, SIMONS: At & time such as this
when we are yearning for population, any-
thing affeeting the lives of our citizens should
receive the attention of each and every one
of our Ministers. Whilst I (a not wish to
be a Cassandra prophesying disaster I do hold
that the Government by locking these gates
are issning a gilt invitation to death to large
numbers of people, This is a public works
matter whieh requires immediate attention.

The Minister for Works: It is not a pub.
lic works matter.

Mr. SIMONS: The saving of human lifa
is a job for ecvery Minister, and I am going
to tollk about that until something is done
in this direetion. There is another point
to which I should like to muke sowne refer-
enee. We have along the foreshore on both
gides of the river, from the Causeway to the
Bunbury bridge, & series of swamps and a
streteh of country which ean only be classi:
fied as morass. These places are the breed-
ing grounds for mosquitoes.

Mr. Latham: Surcly not!

Mr, SIMOXS: T am vitally interested in
mosquitoes. None of my constitnents get o
decent night’s rest hetween the 18t Novem-
ber and the end of April.

Mr. Thomson: And they do not let you
rest.

Mr. SIMONS: That is so. There is 2
sequence of trouble, The mosquitoes do not
let my constitucnts rest, they do net let their
member rest, and T am mot going to allow
the Minister to rest. We will pass this on un-
til we get something dome, Every other
Minister has dallied with this question, hut
not one of them has done anythinz. My
object is to have the mosquito wiped out. Im
order to have the work effectively dome it
should be in the hands of a man of exeeu-

Youn are quite

We escaped only by a
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tive ability, and the Minister for Works him-
self iz that man. I do not endorse every-
thing he does, but because I sit opposite to
him T am not geing to withhold the ecredit
that is due to him. ¥e is one of the few
Ministers who possesscs exceutive ability and
who knows his job. We want a man who can
organise, can conceive a plan and execate it
I should like to see this question of dealing
with the mosquite plague placed in the hands
of the Minister for Works until some relief
ig aecorded to the people. In some depart-
ments the permanent heuds coutrol the Min-
ister, and it is refreshing to find n depart-
ment in which the Minister is in control. Be-
cause of that position I should like to see
him take on this work. XMany people laugh
when mosquitoes are mentioned, bnt their
hides are so thick that they cannot -feel
them., I am speaking in behalf of those
who are human, who have babics and wives
suffering tortures and distress for the six
months during whieh the mosquito plagne
is with us. This is a very serious matter.
Dr. Saw, who has made a study of this sub-
jeet, says that centres in other parts of the
world have been practically depopulated be-
cause of the plague of a certain type of
mosquito. We have that type in Perth. We
cannot repeat too often that it is the
duty of the Government te step in and pre-
vent any possible ontbreak of disease, When
the influenza epidemic broke out the Gov-
ernment had to face the whole expense of
putting it down. A sum of between £30,000
and £40,000 had to be paid to do this. If it
is the function of the Government to find as
large a sum as that to stamp out an influenza
epidemic it i3 obviously the function of the
Government to prevent sueh epidemics from
breaking out in the firat place. A snm of be-
tween £5,000 and £6,000 spent in the preven-
tion of disease might easily save the country

£50,000 ag well as many valuable lives, to

say nothing of discomfort to citizens resident
in Perth, I hope the task of eradicating mos-
quitoes will be taken on hy the Minister for
Works, with the co-operation of the local gov-
erning bodies concerned. With regard to the
reclamation of the swamps to which I have
referred, a scheme c¢ould be involved which
wonld mean additional revenue to the country,
Between the Causeway and the Bunbury
bridge, on both sides of the river, there are
valuable foreshores which could be reclaimed
at a comparatively small outlay by means of
a system of dredging. The main channel of
the river ¢ould be widened and deepened, and
23 a resnlt of sueh reclamation we would
obtain perhaps 200 acres of land in close
proximity to the city, which wounld be avail-
able for factory sites and other purposes.
The site is unique. Tt is close to the railway
system and water transport, the latter being
the cheapest form of transport known, The
dredging operations need not go below three
feet, and we should probably reclaim at Mast
200 acres of wvaluable land. In addition to
reclaiming that area, upon which warehouses
and factories could be erected, we should be
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deatroying the breeding grounds of the deadly
wmosquito which is at present invading Perth.
1 commend the scheme to the notice of the
Minister for Works as one that would confer
4 great boon upon our citizens, and also as
vne which would be the weans of adding con-
siderable wealth to the community. Another
matter to whieh the Minister might in the
futnre give serious consideration is that of eo-
ordinating the different Government buildings
in which at present the Qepartments are
honsed. There is somcthing wrong with the
system of Government under which the de-
partments administering the affairs of State
arc allowed to sprawl all over the city, It
is wrong that a visitor from the country or a
neweomer to this State should have to wander
all over the city in search of some depart-
ment with which he wishes to do business.
Some of the departuents have not even their '
own sub-departments in the same thorough-
fare. A scheme shonld be formulzted upon
some definite system, which will overcome the
present difficulty. Plans should be prepared
for a building that woulil enable the Govern-
ment to bouse their departmenis in a mere
convenient mamner for the publie, so that
when the opportunity arose such plan eould
he carried into effect. The scheme might be
based on the erection of a 10 or 12 storey
building in which coull he housed the whole
of the departments at preseut carrying on the
govermment of the country, Perth and Fre-
mantle represent the front door of our coun-
try. People visiting our shores from
abread gain their first impressions of Austra-
lin when they land here. We are the front
window of the Commeonwealth. It ia our
fanction and our duty, as keepers of the
front window, to present our .country in the
most favoured light. Let me picture the ef-
fect upon the imagination of a ncweomer if
he saw a tremendous building of 10 or 12
storeys situated in the heart of the eity.
It would give him a wonderful im-
pression of the resourcefulness of the
country, which had sufficient faith in its
prospects to put up such a building, and
which alse had the necessary backing of the
peoplte. Everybody who sees the magnificent
post office that is mow going up is greatly
impressed. Buildings like that leave a last-
ing impression upon the visitor, and first im-
pressions count for a great deal. A man
might be coming to Australia looking for an
avenue in which to invest money, or for a
State in which to make his home. After
visiting Western Australia he might go on
to the other States, and not feeling satisfied
with what he saw there would recall his first
impressions of Perth and return to Western
Australia t¢ make his home. Of course the
finances of the State wounld not permit of
such a work being carried out for the pres-
ent, but some co-ordinate plan should be laid
down along the lines I suggest, and in the
meantime not a penny should he spent on
additions or alterations to existing Govern-
ment offices.
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Mr. Lambert: We should sell the lot.

Mr. STMOXNS: Yes, They are a reflection
upen the architectural talent we are sup-
posed to have in Western Australia.

Mr, Lambert: A monument to ignorance,

Mr. SIMONS: They comstitute a sprawl-
ing monument to ignorance, whereas a build-
ing sueh as I have suggested would be a
monument to majesty and constructive genius.
The old post office will be vacated in the near
future, and if we took the area between Bar-
rack-street, Cathedral-avenue, Hay-street, and
St. George’s-terrace we should have a block
sufficiently large upon which to house all our
Goveroment departments.

Mr, Mann: Do you think it would be big
enough? .

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, because the sky is a
long way off, and the buildings could comsist
of 10 or 12 storeys, if necessary. The build-
ing itself would constitute o valuable adver-
tisement to the State and would be a monu-
ment of utility. In that building there eould
be housed 6,000 or 7,000 employees. That
would mean there would be a constant stream
of traffic going in and out of the building,
through people transacting their business.
The business premises opposite would be en-
hanced in value, through the stream of traflie
passing all day long to that point. The duty
of the Government would be to compulsorily
resume azll the land opposite the Government
offices, for we should not allow private enter-
prise to benefit by the unearned increment
which the erection of such an important
structure would bring about. Such a scheme
is not too big for those who have any con-
ception of the future possibilities of Western
Anustralia,

The Minister for Works: It is not big
enough, but we have not the money.

Mr. SIMONS: We should have the plans
prepared, and we may yet get the money.
If we aim high we shall get somewhere, but
if we aim low we shall miss everything. That
should be the policy actuating us all in the
conduet of public affairs. Such a work would
not be for the immediate future, but there
should be a definite scheme laid down to-
wards which we could work. We have either
to retrogress or push on, and we cannot push
forward intelligently unless we are working
on some well defined plan. I would advise
the Minister to go slowly with the scheme
of school buildings outlined by him, If we
have buildings which are half a sehool and
half a dance hall we shall not get proper ad-
ministration. There will he constant irrita-
tion between the two parties coneerned.

Mr. A. Thomson: Such buildings will be of
great henefit in the country districts.

Mr. SIMOXNS: There will be constunt in-
terference with the discipline of the teach-
ers, and there will he divided control over
the buildiogs. The authority of the depart-
ment would always be in question. Onee the
diseipline of the teacher is destroyed the
whale apirit of the school will be affected.
Althcugh we may save a few pounds
under sueh a scheme we shall lose in
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other directions, because of the lack of pro-
per control and discipline, and because of the
irritation which must oceur between the two
ventrolling parties.

The Minister for Works: You are beeom-
ing pessimistie.

Mr. SIMOXNS: Not at all, but we should
not go too far in this matter. We should
not spemd toc much money wpon a scheme
which some future Government may have
to abandon.

Mr. Latham: It is a good scheme for the
country districts.

Mr. SIMOXNS: I hope the Minister will
avoid the error of putting up small schoels
capable of housing perhaps 20 or 30 children.
That is an obsolete method of education. A
school which is staffed by a teacher who is
only regarded by the Education department
as fit to teach 20 or 30 children is not a
school capable of giving 2 decent form of
education to the children of the farmers.
The whole policy of the Government ghould
be to eome into line with other newly settled
countries such as Canada, where they are
abolishing hundreds of small schools beeause
they consider they do not serve such a nse-
ful purpose as the larger schools. Our rural
education should be conducted along the lines
of larger schools and greater educational fa-
cilities, The money sazved in concentrating
the education of our children at centres could
be utilised in the direction of providing
motor or other transport for the children, A
school built for 150 children will offer greater
scope for education than a school built for
only 20 or 30 children. I hope the Public
Works Department will discourage the idea
of these small and insvfficiently equipped
schools.

The Minister for Works: The size of the
schiool is determined by the Edueation De-
partment; and we are only the mechanies to
carry out their wishes.

Mr. SIMONS: The wisdom of the
Prilic Works Department might be dir-
ected to sway the ideas of the Edu-

cation Department in matters of that sort.
Another point in connection with the Public
Works Department, and one in connection
with which the Minister’s guidance would be
very valuable, is the question of a uniform
road policy throughout the State. In dis-
cussing roads I desire to commend the fore-
aight and enterprise of the Minister in hav-
ing that mapnificent road constructed bhe-
tween Fremantle and Mandurah. It is a
very fine picce of work, a work execllently
carried out, and it is serving a very great
purpose for a large section of the commaunity.

Mr., MeCallum: It is falling to pieces al-
ready,

Mr. SIMOXNS: What T saw of it was very
well constructed.

Mr., MeCallum: What I saw 6f it last
Sunday was falling to pieces.

My, SIMONS: My experience of it ig that
it is one of the best constructed pieces of
road in Western Australia; and T last saw
it about six weeks ago. In conmection with
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the road system, it is a matter of public
urgency that some standard road construc-
tion should be adepted throughout the State.
Say that 260 miles of bhigh road were con-
strueted by the Government between Perth
and Albany, consiructed to a set design and
on z set plan, and with ingredients of equal
parts, throughout its length. When one comes
to think of the development of motor activi-
ties and remembers that to-day there are in
Western Australia possibly 5,000 motor cars,
whereas 10 years ago we had not more than
200 or 300, then, looking 10 years ahead, we
must picture to ourselves this State as prob-
ably baving 20,000 or 30,000 motor cars
operating in its various districts. We must
consider the part which the motor tramsport
is going to play in the development of the
State. That part cannot be played effec-
tively unless we have proper roads leading to
the outside centres of population. Tt is no
uge allowing one road bhoard to build on a
certain plan, and then to have the road con-
tinued on a different plan from a eertain
point onward. The policy we want is one
which will give ws uniformity of construec-
tion, The State engineers should draw up
the plans and supervise the construction. If
a modern motor road is to be constructed on
proper lines, it invelves the use of road mak-
ing plant which is very expensive to pur-
chase, quite beyond the powers of any road
board in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: Oh, ne!

Mr. STMONS: It is, absolutely. I differ
from the Minister on that point, although I
hate differing from a man of such sound ex-
perience. To get & modern road making
plant to construct a proper high road econo-
mically is beyond the means of any road
board in this State.

The Minister for Works: A matter of £200!

Mr, SIMOXS: No. The Minister is right
out of it on that peint—20 years behind the
times, I am sorry to have to say. In any
case, the position is that even supposing one
municipality between Perth and Albany had
the means of purchasing a sufficiently good
plant, it is against all the laws of economy
to expect every munmicipality and road beard
throughout that stretch of country to buy a
geparate plaut. The scheme should be to buy
perhaps two sets of road building machinery,
and operate from both ends on uniform lines,
That is the economical and sound way to
build a modern road. I differ from the Min-
ister on that point. Perhaps there are 13
local authorities between here and Albany.
That would mean 15 different sets of ideas
and 15 different plans for one high road. It
would be just like the Tower of Babel, it
would be a road of Babel. Therefore I say
we need a statesmanlike road policy to meet
the requirements of the State. It is no use
earrying on in the future as we have ecarried
on in the past, letting each municipality and
road board go on in its own foolish way,
with the result that we have not pot between
Albany and Perth 60 miles continuously of
good road—and this is the only State in the
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civilised world of which such an assertion
could be made.

Mr. Pickering: We have not got six con-
tinuous miles of good road.

Mr, SIMONS: I am liberal in my esti-
mate. Those are some important points
which I hope will commend themselves to the
serions conmsideration of the Minister,

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) (9.52]:
I fear I shall have to strike a discordant
note. I listened with mugh interest to the
remarks of the last speaker, and I must con-
gratulate the Minister in charge of these
Estimates on the fact that he has been able
to fulfil the promise he made on taking office,
that he would reduce to a minimum the
amount paid by the State to private persons
by way of rental. I also wish to endorse the
suggestion of the member for West Perth
(Mrs, Cowan) that the committees in charge
of various public buildings, such as public
hospitals and achools, should be given greater
power to expend money in the making of
what may be termed minor repairs. The
present system is that a schoolmaster, for
instance, noticing that something requires
attention, writes to the Education Depart-
ment, who communigate with the Publie
Works Department, who pass the matter on
to their distriet supervisor, who thereupon
communicates with the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works: The committees
ean gpend up to £5,

Mr. A, THOMSON :
amount.

The Minister for Works:
creased very shortly.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am pleased to hear
it, because I consider it a step in the right
direction. The Minister has said that he in-
tends to introduee a main roads Bill. If he
does so, it will be another step in the right
direction,

The Minister for Works:
say, not this session.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Having regard to
the state of the finanees and the high cost of
money, the Minister is wise fo stave off that
Bill, provided the matter is not lost sight of.
Money raised purely for comvergion purposes
to repay loans raised at 3 per cent., is now
costing us in London & per cent, with a
premium of £4 15s. Without being a pessi-
mist, I think the Committee would do well to
give serions consideration to the finaneial

That is a very small

It will be in-

I am sorry to

question. Let me touch npon a remark made
by the member for Leederville (Capt.
Carter) in dealing with the schools. I am

not going to be parochial or selfish, but in the
Katanning State schools the seventh stand-
ard has for the lagt two or three years been
meeting in a room which was intended for a
lavatory, a place where the boys could hang
up their hats and coats and wash their handu
That is dve to the overcrowding of the sehool.
If other portions of the State have to go
without sechool facilities, the people of the
Katanning distriet are prepared to accept
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their share of hardships. I congratulate the
Minister for his excellent policy in eombin-
ing agricultural halls and schools. I do not
agree with the wmember for East Perth (JMr.
Simons) that the experiment is one that
should not be pushed too far. In my opinion
the plan is a very wise one., It sometimes
happens that the Education Department, on
the one hand, refuse to ereet a school, be-
cauge they consider there are not sufficient
children in the distriet, and the people in the
district can hardly be expected to put their
hands in their pockets in order to provide
cducational facilities, though in a great many
instances they have done so. I know that in
various portions of my electorate the parents,
in desperation, have erected buildings where
the children can receive schooling. At times
T have had great difficnlties with the Eduea-
tion Department even to get teachers. There
jz a school in my distriet where the settlers
are willing to give the teacher the best ac-
accommodation they have. But the average
settler in that area has not a five or six-
roomed mansion. [ know that in one case
the parents are prepared to put their chil-
dren out to sleep in a tent, and give the
children’s room to the teacher. But that ae-
commodation i3 not good encugh for the
teacher. The lack of.residential guarters in
connection with the school has deprived the
children of the services of a teacher since
last June. On the other hand, T recognise
that the Education Department are also faced
with difficulties. Now, tnrning to these Esti-
mates, I find that the Minister proposes’ to
spend £106,755, of which amouni salaries re-
present £66,818. Probably the Minister will
tell me that there are Loan Estimates to come
on at a later stage. The Premier has boasted
that despite the faet of no. public works
being in progress, there are no unemployed.
I hope that the system disclosed by these
Estimates will not be continued. We know
that eertain cconomies have been efleeted,
but we must realise that overhead charges
continue in the same ratio as hefore. Ac-
cording .to these Estimates, the expenditure
of £39,937 on works will involve the ex-
penditure of £66,818 on salaries.

The Minister for Works: That is abso-
lutely wrong; £10,850 is the eorrect amount.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But we have here, on
rage G4 of the Estimates, Under Secrefary
£636, Engincer-in-Chief £1 300, Engineer for
Water Supply £900, salaries and allowances
£19,310, Principal Architect £708, salaries
and allowances £3,682

The Minister for Works: There are re-
eoups which bring down the gsalaries shown
on these Estimates to £10,850.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: 1T ean only deal with
what appears before me in these Estimates.
Of epurse T admit that £29,005 will be re-
couped from Loan Funds, and £8,320 from
Trust Funds. At any rate, that is the inter-
‘pretation I place upon the figures, and it
scems to me that our overhead charges are
considerably more than they should be.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: According to you,
there are £66G,000 in salaries to spend £40,000
on works.

Mr. A, THOMSOX: I can only take the
Estimates as they appear before me.

The Minister for Works: The position I
have put to vou is the right one,

Mr, A, THOMSOX: It is my intention to
move later on that the Estimates be reduced,
but mot in the direction attempted by the
member for Nelson (Mr. J, H, Smith), whe
contended we should spend a million or two
more. I eontend we must get full value for
every shilling we spend, and I believe that
the Minister for Werks endeavours to ses as
far as possible that the State gets that full
value. At any rate, if hon. members speak
to him privately, they will get information
to confirm their opinions that we are not get-
ting full value for the moncy we spend. I
give notice of my intention te move to re-
duce the Xstimates, I recognise that the
Minister has done excellent work and has to
carry out instructions received from various
other departments. We cannot go on as we
arg doing at present. We must reduwce our
expenditure, espeeially in view of the fact
that last month we went to the bad to the
extent of £180,000, and already we are within
a few thousand pounds of the Treasurer’s
estimated deficit for the full year,

Mr. MUNSIE {Haunans) [10.2]: A good
deat has been said by members regarding the
Estimates, expressing the desire that they
shonld have becn inereased, instead of re-
duced. Other members have complained
about the expenditure, A lot has been said
regarding the Minister for Education and his
promptness in providing schools where they
arp necessary,

Mr. A. Thomson: He iz not too prompt
in some instances.

Mr, MUXNSIE: That is my complaint.
During the 11 years I have represented my
electorate, T went to that Minister some time
back with the first and only request I have
ever made for the expenditure of an amount
in excess of £20, I want to get a school
in on¢ part of my electorate. I believe the
Minister for Works has done everything pos-
sible to assist me to get that school. T hava
been at it for seven months and have not
got the school yet, That shows that everyone
does not get treated in the same manner.
Regarding the Wooroloo Sanatorium, the
Estimates show an amount of £346 less this
vear than was provided last year for reno-
vations and improvements. Nine or 10
months agoe a member of the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund inspected the sanatorium. Com-
plaints were received from patients, and he
forwarded a recommendation that more shel-
ter should he provided at the eastern end of
the three wings to protect the sleeping ae-
commodation from the weather. T inspected
the sanatorimm and received complaints from
the patients that the neceusity for the shelter
was aecentuated during the winter months.
Tf there is a squally day, the rain Deats on
te the beds, which bhecome thoroughly wet,
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light months age recommendatjons were put
forward for the provision of extra shelter for
the protection of the beds, yet, according to
the Estimates, practically £330 less is pro-
vided. That necessary improvement i3 mot
yet commenced. I hope the Minister, if the
recommendation has reached the Public
Works Department, will see that the work
is proceeded with at once. Probably that
protection is not needed so much during the
summer months, but I would urge that the
work shonld be completed before next winter.

The Minister for Works: It can be done
now, but it shonld have been foreseen when
the buildings were designed.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 agree with the Minister
on that point. Before the buildings were
completed, during a conversation with Dr,
Mitehell, it struck me that this matter should
be attended to, Dr. Mitehell believes in
open air in the inferests of the patients and
the result was that nothing was done at the
time. I Lope the Minister will see that pro-
vision is made in the near future. There is
another item in the Estimates dealing with
the Agent General’s house in London. To
date a little over £7,000 has been spent in
eonnection with that residence. On the fig-
ures prescnted to members, it must be a most
extravagantly furnished house. Last year
£2,938 was spent and there i3 evidence in
the files which have been tabled that furni-
ture was purchased in the house itself total-
ling £793 16s. 104. In addition, about £400
worth of furniture was taken from Bavoy
House. The house and land were purchased
for about £3,000. The furniture eost nearly
£4.000. The Estimates provide for the ex-
penditure of £800, or nearly £16 per week,
for maintenance, I would like to get an
explanation of that item. T believe the place
comld have been rented for less than that
figure. This is a matter that is worthy of
some note. We have purchased the house
and land, paid for the complete renovation
of the preperty, paid extravagantly for furn-
iture, and then on top of it all, we find pro-
vigion for £800 per year for maintenance.

The Minister for Works: That dees not
mean that there is £800 for maintenance
every year.

Mr. MUNSIE: I want to know why that
amount is on the Estimates.

Mr. Latham: Some of those champagne
glasses must have got broken.

Mr. MUNSIE: Perhaps the £80 carpet
square got a bit damaged and had to be
replaced. TIf the House had had an oppor-
tunity of discussing the proposed ex-
penditere, nothing like this ambdunt wonld
have been spent in the purchase of
furniture.

Mr., MANN (Perth) {10.10}: T had not
intended speaking on the Estimates, but the
member for Hannans (Mr, Munsie) brought
to my mind a matter in connection with the
Woorolos Sanatorinm. Abont a year ago a
delegation from the Miners! Relief TFunnd
came to Perth and appreoached the Upgly
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Men'’s Association with a vieaw to raising
£2,000. [f the Ugly Men's Association raised
£1,000, the Miners' Relief TFund uader-
took to raise another £1,000, on the under-
standing that the overnment wonld contri-
bute £2,000 to build a day room or recreation
room for the patients other than soldiers,

The Colonial Seceretary: That amount is
already there and will be made available as
soon as the goldfields people put up their
£1,000.

Mr, MAXN: | am glad to hear that, be-
cause the item does not appear on the Esti-
mates.

The (olonial Secretary:
it has not gone on to the Minister yet.
already waiting.

Mr., MANN: T am relieved to know that,
beeause the Ugly Men's Association have
raised their £1,000 and it is very necessary
that this structure should be erected before
next winter, At the present time the patients
have no revreation room outside their bed-
rooms. I had intended to mention a matter in
vonnection with the Children’s Hospital, but
[ have referred it to the Minister and I under-
stand that what T wish to draw attention
to, will be provided for.

That is because
it is

Mr. LATHAM (York) [20.12]: There are
two matters T would like the Minister to take
into consideration. I have listened to the
verbal bouquets which have been thrown at
the Minister. Some members seemn to be ex-
perts in throwing those bouquets about and
T do not intend to follew their example. In
the agricultural areas, we find that two statfs
are sent out to inspect varions works, one
staff being under the roads and bridges
branch, and the other under the Water Sup-
ply Department. T snggest that the en-
gineers in either of those branches should be
capable of doing the work of the otiher staff;
if not, they should not be in the positions
they ocoupy. I would like the Minister to tell
me why it is necessary to send an engineer
three or four hundred miles into the country
to inspeet a work and to send another in-
spector the wuext week to inspeet another
work in the same distriet.

Mr, A, Thomson: That is because there is
ne co-ordination between the serviees,

Mr. LATHAM: TIn these days we must
economise, We could save a2 littie in that di-
rection. T also want to ask the Minister if
it is not possible to effect econemy by having
works carricd out by the loeal authorities, to
whom the necessary maoney could be handed
over by the Government. The Minister knows
the valuable work which is being carried out
gratuitously by the local governing authori-
ties, T recently brought under his notice the
construction of a dam in a particular area,
which cost over £800, and T am eonvinced that
the whole work conid bave been completel
by the local authorities for a little over half
that amount. These small items come under
the notice of private members, and where such
matters are concerned, T think we could get
as good service from the loeal anthorities,
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and thus effect economies. 1 am here to
agsist the Minister to achieve that end. We
have heard a lot this evening about sehools.
I find that while the Education Department
are prepared to give the necessary sehool ac-
commodation in agricultoral areas, to get a
suitable building erected is out of the ques-
tion. In our distriet wo are waiting for
three or four schools to be erected. The de-
lay is causing the farmers a great deal off
anxiety. Nobody wants to see the farmers’
children brought up in total ignorance. This
could be obviated if the Minister for Works
would aect upon the request of the Education
Department and build the schools. Sehools
are eosting from £300 to £400, which is al-
together too much money for small buildings.
Halls, mueh bigger buildings and equally well
built, are being erected by loeal residents for
£200.
The Minister for Works:
they build the schools?
Mr. LATHAM: Because they have not the
time. Another thing, the inspectors and en-
gineera running around add considerably to
the expense, ‘A lot of money is eaten up by
the coming and going of those officials, The
r.dueafion Department ask for certain minor
repairs, and it eosts from 30 per cent. to 70
per cent. of the money expended in getting
the work backwards and forwards. That is
wrong, By the time the engineers run around
and report
The Minister for Works:
ahout on repairs to schools.
Mr. LATHAM: But I know that they do.
The Minister for Works: T say they do not,
Mr. LATHAM: Tt is well known that Mr.
Woods visits the schools—
The Minister for Workas:
ginecr, hut a supervisor.
Mr. LATHAM: He is just as costly as an
engineer; it is only the question of a name,
We could get over that if we gave the loeal
authorities some control of the work. They
woulil do the supervising for nothing and the
work woulll be done equally as well as it is
now and under a far less costly system., T do
not wish te see the vote reduced. T should
prefer to see it increased, but T do not want
to see money wasted.

Then why do not

They do not run

He is not an en-

Mr, MOXEY (Bunbury) [10.18]: The
Committee seeins unanimous as to the neces-
sity for roads. T am mnot one of those who
think that hy mere legislation we can obtain
road construction. Unless the work 1= effi-
ciently carried out, legislation i’ uscless.
Two years ago the necessity for co-ordination
between the departments was ventilated. No
action has yet heen taken. There has been
considerable wnemployment in the Railways
during the past few months. A great por-
tion of the material for road econstruction
will have to be carried by the railways. 1
know that the Minister for Works has had
considerahle trouble in Seeuring co-ordina-
tion between his department and that of the
Railwavs. To-day it is within the province
of the Minister to secure the advantage I am

[ASSEMBLY.]

going to refer to, mamely, that the railways
shali haul at cost price material for roads
running parallel to the lines. This should be
done at gnce, I am sure the Minister ig with
me jh this. Without material and without
assistance from the railways it is impossible
to construct and maintain hundreds of miles
of roads in the South-West., This assistance
has been promised. If the Railways get
out-of-pocket costes for this work they must
be satisfied with the extra profits they will
gather from the increased traffic which will
resnlt from the making of reads. It is only
a small matter for the Railways, yet it
means more to the South-West than ten
new Acts of Parliament, It is con-
struction and action that we want. There
must be no further delay in this matter,
It is not sufficiently appreciated what we
lose annually through bad roads. A com-
mittee which has been sitting in the South-
West estimates that it is costing two-thirds
move for agricultural haulage than it would
i we had good roads. The State cannot
afford to wait longer for this promised as-
sistance from the Railways in the construec-
tion of roads, T hope we shall be able to
announce to the road boards of the South-
West that they may have that advantage at
onece. We have many side-tipping ballast
trueks lying idle; all that is required is an
engine to pull them., Every pound spent in
this direetion means an inereased eapital
value of £3. The Minister for Agriculture
says he wants to help the farmer, but that
the Works Department has control of the
rgads.  The Ainister for Works says, ‘*You
must see the Minister for Railways.'’ I
niade this statement to the Ainister for Rail-
ways in the House 18 months ago, but he
said, ‘' look after the railways; what have
[ to do with roadsa?’’ 1t brings us back to
the importance of co-orlination between the
Works Department, the Railway Department
and the Department of Agriculture,

The Minister for Works: [ am prepared to
vo-ordinate with any of them,

Mr. MONEY: It is of no use one Minister
hetng willing to co-ordiumate if the others are
not. We get tired of being bandied about
from one department to another. Where is
the Minister for the people! He should be
here. We have suffered far too much through
this want of co-ordination hetween depart-
ments. Tor seven years has this question of
co-ordination been talked of.  One glaring
inatanee of the costly lack of co-ordination
comes to my mind. A deputation waited on
various Ministers, asking that a drain shonld
be deepened 18 inches at a cost of £20. The
deputation went to the Minister for Works
and was told it was mnot his concern,
that it was the concern of the Minister for
Railways. The Minister for Railways said
he was perfectly satisfied with the rail-
way draing aml hal no interest beyond them.
The sgettlers were prepared to de the work
themiselves for £20, At last the Alinister for
Works came along and said he wonld get the
Department of Ways and Works to do it,
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and would pay the department for it. That
department earried out the work at a cost,
not of £20, but of £500, and when the work
wag finished the drain was no deeper than
when it was started. All that had been done
was to widen it, when as a matier of fact it
required deepening. 1 ean take any hon.
member and show him that work, estimated
to cost £20 and costing actually £500, not-
withstanding which the drain remains at its
original depth. A more shameful waste of
nioney I have never known., I wonder how
many hundreds of thousands of pounds have
been wasted in the same manner. I hope
there will soon be a waking up to this
want of co-ordination which has endured . for
80 long. With the backing that the Premier
has, [ am sure all these theings could be
done better now than ever before. It is up
to the Premier, to the Minister for Works,
and to the Minister for Railways to work to-
gether as one and make an improvement in
all these matters, and at the same time put
an end to the waste of public money.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the .Chair.)

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J, George—Murray-Wellington—in reply)
110.27}: I do not think the hon. member
who hag just sat down is quite accurate in
regard to the cost of that particular drain.

Mr. Mouey: I have taken your own figures.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Still, he
is guite correct when he says that the Works
Department estimated that the work could
be carried out for £20, whereas it cost con-
siderably more than that. However, having
expended in the months that have gone by
all the blasphemy I could call up for the
purpose——

Hon. P. Collier: What are you doing with
the responsible officer$

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: I have
nothing to do with him; he i3 not mine. T
felt very strongly about it and I will take
core that it does not happen again. I am
sorry that a number of those who have
spoken during the debate are not here to
listen to my reply. I have played many parts
in my time, but I have never before heen the
Minigter for mosquitoes. In regard to the
main roads referred to by the members for
Bussex, for Swan, for East Perth and others,
tliose who were here last Parliament will
know that it has beex a dream of mine to
bring in a Bill to deal with main roads. T
am sorry it has beemn found impossible to
bring it in this session, but I hope that after
this evening’s debate the Premier wil) find
it in his power to allow me to bring down the
Bill next year. If so, there will be no neebs-
sity for placing a heavy burden on the peaple,
for the idea underlying the Bill, without be-
ing ambitious, is eminently practical. The
member for Sussex referred to the Donay-
brook school, which has a romantic his-
tory. I received quite a number of
tenders for it, and I am pleased to
hear that the sehool will be completed
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at a cost of £500 less than the estimate.
But I do not wish to repeat day work if I
can help it. There are other small matters
to which the hon, gentleman referred, but I
do not intend te deal with them now. To
ease his mind and the minds of his constitu-
ents I may tell him that the question of the
Marybrook roads was discussed with the
Repatriation Department to-day. The papers
were left with me, and T chall see what I
can do, The question of the Busseiton jetty
was dealt with recently, and T do not pro-
pose to say anything further about it at
this stage., Various roads have been re-
ferred to; I have taken a note of them and
shall look into the peints raised. The mem-
ber for Leedervile (Capt. Carter) referred
to the road to the North Beach. This is a
matter for the local road board, although
any assistance which the department can
give will be given. The hon. member also
referred to the drainage at Njookenbooroo.
I do not profess to understand the aboriginal
language, but if this means Herdsman’s Lake
I may tell him that we are as busy as we can
be on the work of draining. We canmot put
on any more men as we have all the shafis
down, and men driving in both directions, and
this work is being pushed on as rapidly as
possible. Regarding the schools, the position
iz this: The Colonial Treasurer is the one
who has to find the money. It does not mat-
ter how great the ambition of the Minister
for Education may be or the willingness of
the Minister for Works to construct build-
ings, unless the Treasurcr can find the cash
for the construction of the buildings, they
have to wait:

Hon. P. Collier: 1 thought there was some
unseen hand holding you back. It s the
Treasvrer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it is
not an unseen hand. Commonsense tells us
that the Treasurer of any Government must
be the final arbiter as to the cxpenditure of
money,

Hon. P. Collier: Get a new Treasurer if he
will not give yon the money.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: The
Treasurer is doing what he considers to be
right in the interests of the country, nnd he
is the person to say whether the funds at
his disposal will permit of the works re-
quired ‘being earried out. Any delay which
may occur has to be ascribed to the faet
that the finances of the State must be very
carefully conserved and every item of expen-
diture carefully econsidered. There is no
question of dissension between the Minister
for Education and myself or between the
Treasurer and the Minister for Education,
We know that however Jesirable it might-be
to carry out certain work, we cannot de it
nnless we have the money. All the talking
in the world will not alter that position. If
talking could bring me money I would be
prepared to stand here and talk for 24 hours
on end with only the very slightest intermis-
siong but it will not, and no one ecan take any
other view of the position. The hon. member
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stated that the inhabitants of North Perth
would do for £1,000 what the Public Works
Department would require £1,800 to do. I
have taken a note of that, and when we are
in a position to proceed with the work I
shall he only too pleased ‘to effect a saving
of £300 if [ can get the work done as well
as it would be dome by the department. We
have heard a lot about a comprehensive
drainage and a comprehensive road policy.
I am pleased to find that under the dark
¢lond which overshadows our financial posi-
tion the hearts of the people still beat strong
and that they are not even going to wait
fetill the samds of the desert grow eold.”’

Hou. P. Collier: That is right; go into the
majestic solitudes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Nelson (Mr, J. H, Smith) indi-
cated that Le would move to reduce the Esti-
mates by £1 with the objeet of intimating
that £500,000 shoull have been provided for
expenditure on the Sonth-West. 1 regret
that he did not remain te carry ont his pro-
posal. I am sorry that the member for Can-
ning (Mr. Clydesdale) should have thought
fit to introduce matters which may appear to
be small, but which have a great bearing on
the eomfort of the people. [T shall see
whether anything can be done to remedy the
matter. The member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son) expressedl an anxiety that the Govern-
ment should inerease the road board subsidy.
It is impossible to increase it. I want to tell
members who represent the agricultural areas,
that with regard to the road subsidy, unless
I am satisfied the local anthorities have looked
after the dams in their areas properly—tens
of thousands of pounds have heen spent by the
State and a lot of the boards are not looking
after these dams; they want the Government
to de everything for them, even to putting a
lTeather washer on a pump—the road subsidy
of £300 will not be available for a lot of
them. The Government are determined that
the maintenance of the works done in the
way of proviling dams and drainage must
be looked after by the people for whose
benefit they were carried ont. I mention
this to country members because I want them
to realise the position,

Mr. A, Thomson: Make it apply all over
the State.

The MINISTER YOR WOREKS: We
shall do so. It was applied to my own elec-
torate just prior to the last election, and it
did not {do very much good to those who op-
posed me. The member for Swan also desired
to extend the distribntion of the traffic k-
cense feps. Unless the Traffic Act iz amended
we cannot extend the metropoelitan area any
more than we can control the Mayor of Perth,
The member for FEast Perth (Mr. Simons)
with his great stature and wide experience
gove me quite a shock and it made me feel
that the enthusiasm of youth eould

Hon. P. Collier: Surmount all things?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
and penetrate an old earcase like mine as
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well. When be spoke about East Perth beiny
half starved and butchered and so forth
and I realised what a fine tall specimen o
humanity the electors of that distriect ha
sent here to vepresent them, I could mno
doubt Mis earnestuess.

Mr. A. Thomson: Buot he does not live i
the district.

The MINISTER FDOR WORKS: Th
hon, member spoke a lot about the co-ordina
tion of departments as other members hawt
done. Tt is desirable that there should be eo
ordination. - I think I am justified in saying
there is no lack of eo-erdination between the
different Ministers. They are all standing
shoulder to shonlder trying to do the bes!
they cau for the State.

Mr. A. Thomson: That does mnot apply tc
the departmeuts.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am re
niinded of the man looking in a shop window
at tobacco marked sixpence and having
only five pemnnies in his hand, and musing
how hard it i3 to be poor. We have littk
money for the many works that are required
aml we realise how hard it iy to provide fm
the necessary works. The memher for Kat
amning (Mr. A. Thomsoun) guite unintention
ally, [ believe,” has made a mistake, Mem
Lers will find by referring to the ISstimates
that whereas the ampunt provided for sal
aries is £66,000, immesliately under appear:
a note, that of the £66,000 a sum of
£23,000 iz provided under loan and £8,000 -
der Property Trust Account, This reduces
the amouont of salaries to £33,000, from whieh
is dedueted £907 for recoups, £15,000 which
goes against the Goldficlds Water Supply,
and £8,000 which pgoes against other under-

takings, leaving, with other amall items,
a net amount of £10,850. Ian my open-
ing remarks I stated that the expen-

diture of the Public Works Department last
year was £743,000, provided out of Consoli-
dated Revenue, Property Trust, and Loan,
and a snm of £66,010 for salaries is not an
exorbitant sum for the handling of an
amonnt like that. Members have referred
to the Woorolgo Sanatorinm. 1 have taken
a note of their remarks. The Colonial See-
retary has told the member for Perth that
rertain matters in which he is interecsted are
being attended to. The member for Han-
nans referrcd to the Agent General’s resi-
dence The item £800 is for furniture and
maintenance for the residlence, which was purx-
chased last year for £3,600, Two hundred
pounds of the £300 was expenﬂed during the
last finantial year and could not be brought
to account because of the late arrival of the
schedules for recouping purpeses. The other
£600 is required to be spent this year, but will
not he recurring expenditure, The full de-
tails have been asked for and are on their
way out from Londen.

Mr. Troy: The money will be paid all the
same,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
8ay what will he done.

Mr., Troy: I am assured it is so.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for York said that the school there had
cost too much. We call tenders for our
schools and these are carefully investigated.
When a contraci is let for a building it is
uecessary for someone to be there to see that
the contractor earries out his duties. I do
not think our cost of supervision is gut of the
way. Some of our estimates have been sub-
mitted to local architects, who have com-
mented favourably upon them. Every en-
deavour is made to prevent the crossing and
re-crosasing of engineers, but it is impossible
to make a shandy-gaff of the duties of the
engineers attached to the Goldficlds Water
Supply scheme and the roads and bridges.

Mr. Latham: It was done at one time and
could be done again,

The Premier: That was years ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: In reply
to the member for Bunbary, who raised the
question of the transport over the railways
of materials for road making, I was glad to
hear ‘his remarks on the subjeet. -He and
I are in accorl in thinking that we should get
our roads constructed as cheaply as possible.
Every endcavour should be made to save in
that direction, and it is the duty of the Rail-
way Department to assist in making good
roads. Good roads enable more produce to bo
taken to the railways for transport. Settlers
who are nssisted in that way will provide
more traflic fer the railways. I thank the
House for the manner in which they have
reccived these Estimates, and for the compli-
ments they have paid to me, thongh I feel
these are perhaps more due to my officers
than to me. It is satisfactory to know that
there hag been some little appreeiation of the
work done.

This conclnded the gemeral debate on the
Estimates of the Public Works Department.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I want to he able to
srroup the items 1 te 180 for the purpose of
moving for a redoetion.

Hon. P. Collier: Do that when we reach
Jiem 180.

Mr, A, THOMSON: But once an item is
passed, I cannot go back.

The CHATRMAN: After all the items are

dealt with the hon. member can mbve to re-
duce the total by any amount that he chooses
to mention,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will do that.

The Premier: Do it now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T should like to men-
1ion the subject of the lighting of the ‘‘Han-
sard’’ box. Will the Minister say what
offier designed the wonderful gallows  ar-
rangement that has been ereeted there? 1
have noticed men from the Public Works De-
partment bnsy there nearly every day for the
past fortnight, arranging and rearranging
that extraordinary looking apparatus. It
resembles  a  double pgallows in  front
of the members of the ‘‘Hansard’’ staff.
In its finished form it resembles two coffee
ting, which have been stuek uwpon a pipe and
painted black, in memory of either the dead
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mentality of the House or the man who de-
gigned the job.

Mr.: Angelo:
halos.

Hon. P, COLLIER: This is the second
attempt that has been made upon this work.
I should like to know what the cost of this
lighting arrangement has been. Two or three
men have been here every, day for several
days past, first of all engaged in putting up
some kind of plant which -was afterwards re-
moved, and then in putting up this present
affair. The work reflects no eredit npon the
man who was responsible for it. Why should
the men have bored inte a beautiful piece of
jarrah, and stuck in n dirty looking piece of
pipe in order to affix lights therete? The
persons who carried out the work must have
been devoid of any sense of the ornamental
or of artistic taste. To look at the arrange-
ment certainly offends one’s sense of the
artistic. Surely the Minister knows of some
move presentable way of fixing brackets for
lighting purposes than this form of double
gallows, 1 shudder every time L look at it.
J do not know what must be the fecling of
the members of the ‘‘Hansard’” staff, who
have to do their work under it every night.

Mr. MacCallum Bmith: You can imagine
our feelings when we see it every time we
look up.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I can turn my back
upon it-and decline to look at it, but that is
not so with members opposite. I am certain
the cost must have been at least £4 or £3,
gseeing the number of days that must have
been oceupied in putting it wp. Now that it
is finished it is the most unornamental look-
ing stroeture I have ever seen. It is a dese-
cration of the ornamental surroundings of
this Chamber, and I hope the Minister will
spend a few more pounds in seeing if some-
thing more presentable cannat be designed
for the purpose than this ghastly thing that
13 facing us every time we look up.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As to
the aesthetic sile of the affair, T fear I am
to blame. The first affair looked a great deal
better, almost statuesque. The installation
originated from the fact that owing to the
reflection of the lights overhead hon. mem-
bers could not see. This defeet was remedied
by the acting FElectrical Engineer. There-
upon it hecame necessary for the ' Hansard’”
hox fo be supplied with an additional light,
but that light must be such as will not abso-
lutely blind the occupants of the front bench
on this side. T do not know whether the
‘‘Hansard’’ reporters have complained to the
Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: Nohody has complained
to me.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In that
case the hon, gentleman’s complaint is purely
on the score of aesthetics, The main point
is, does the light satisfy ‘¢Hansard’'’?

Ttem, Aeccountant, £456:

Mr. CORBOY: A footnote to this item
states that the officer also draws £200 per

I thought they were two
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ammm as sales manager for the State Imple-
ment Works. I understand that for some con-
siderable time the officer has been giving the
whole of his attention to the implement
works, and not actually performing the work
of aceountant in the Public Works Depart-
ment at all, and that t{hat work in fact has
been and is being performed by other officers
at the Public Works Department. If that is
so, his salary should be charged up to the
implement works, and nof made a charge on
the Puoblic Works Department, Moreover,
the officers doing the accountant’s work at
the Public Works Department should be re-
compensed for it. The szlary should not be
paid to a man who is working for a different
department altogether. ]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is not ecorrectly informed when he
says that for some considerable time the
officer in queation, Mr. Brodribb, has been
giving the whole of his attention to the State
Implement Works. As regards his salary,
the implement works will not escape being
charged the full value of his time. Early
in the finaneial year, and early in the calen-
dar year also, I found it necessary, with a
view to booking up the business of the imple-
ment worka properly, to send a man round
the country with the sales manager, firstly
to refute mueh misrepresentation and many
lying misstatements made by the enemies of
those works, and secondly to counter the con-
centrated opposition which we were experiene-
ing from the Sunshine Harveater Works of
Vietoria, and thirdly to establish a proper
business relation beiween the various agen-
cies in the State and the implement works.
The result has been satisfactory. During the
last month or two Mr. Brodribh haa been
giving the whole of his time to the State Tm-
plement Works, from the point of view of
financial considerations. The implement
works have had an increasing trade, and
consequently require an increasing trade
capitel, especially as they sell on terms. I
have sent Mr.Brodribb to look after the im-
plement works in order to watch over every
penny and thus obviate as far as possible the
pecessity for making at the present juncture
heavy drafts on the Treagury.:- As regards
the officers who have been carrying out the
secomtant’s work in the Publie Works De-
partment, they will be properly looked after
when the matter ia finally settled wup.

Mr. Corboy: That is the assurance T
wanted.

Item, Perth Government House and Al-
bany Government Cottage, £2,000:

Mr. TEESDALE: We are not justified in
maintaining the cottage for the Governor at
Albany. Tt amounts to a scandal. If the
Governor wants to go down to the seaside, let
him do so at his own expense. It is a scandal-
ous shame that the Committee should be asked
to pass such an item, especially coming on top
of what we have heard regarding the Agent
General’s house in London and the £800 a
year provided for maintenance. The publie
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are sick and tired of this sort of thing, Fancy
spending £2,000 to enable the Governor to go
down to Albany for a month or two. We
should move for the deletion of the amount
and if the Governor wants to go there, the
payment of such an amount should be his own
funeral.

Mr. SIMONS: T support that suggestion,
‘the Governor's residence at Albany would
prebably be occupied for only about ten
wecks in the year.

The Minister for Works: The item covers
both Government house at Perth and the re-
sidence at Alvany.

Mr. SIMOXS: I want to delete all refer-
ence to the residence at Albany, It we sup-
ply the Governor with a residence in Perth,
that shonld be fulfilling the obligation upon
the public. We are asked to vote £2,000
while at the same time we are starving the
Perth University. If there is £2,000 to spare,
let us devote it to assisting the students at
the University. This thing amounts. te a
scandal. I move an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £500,

Would T be in order in also adding to the
amendment that the money should be devoted
to the University funds? :

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member can
not do that.

Mrs. Cowan: We should give it to the
Workers' Educational Association,

Mr, SIMONS: T would be agreeable to
devoting it to any utilitarian purpose, but
we eannot do that, apparently.

Mr. LAMBERT: His Excelleney is fulfili-
ing his office in & most efficient manner, but,
at the zsame time, T think he would be one of
the firat to admit that owing to the condition
of the finanees, economy must be effeeted in
what must be regarded as the more or less
spectacular positions. It amounts to a scan-
dal that the Government should iaunch out in

the direetion of providing wmore than one resi-

dence for the Governor.

The Premier: We are not. The second resi-
dence was provided long before His Excel-
leney came to Western Australia.

Mr. Simons: We want to wipe it out.

Mr. LAMBERT: If T know His Excel-
Ieney at all, I feel certain that if he were
tcld that, owing to the financial position, we,
ay a small State, could not afford to keep up
these gorgeous institotions for his benefit
for a month or two, he would be the first to
agree that sueh an economy could be
effected,

The Premier: Yon must wipe out the re-
sidenee or maintain it properly.

Mr. (O’Loghlen: Well, wipe it out.

Mr. LAMBERT: His Execllencey is not one
of those who is Jdesirous of much fril, In
that vegard, he is different from other Gov-
ernors we have had,

Mr. Teesdale: It i1 a pity he could not
suggest this ehange himself.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not a matter that
Hiz Excelleney should be asked to suggest.
Regard for the solvency of the State should
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have suggested this before to the Government,
without expecting the Governor to suggest
auch a course. I do not believe His Excel-
lency would take exe¢eption to any such
action. He bas shown a keen interest in
the affairs of Western Australia, and he
would probably be the first to second an
effort in the 4irection which bas been
suggested.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have no objection
to the item being reduced, but I strongly ob-
jeet to the amendment referring to Albany
alone. Why pick on Albany$

Mr. O'Loghlen: Because the Vice-Regal
cottage is there,

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The Government pur-
chased the residence there and it should be
maintained.

Mr. Simons: We should let it and get a
good rent for it,

Mr. A, THOMSON: Then let Perth Gov-
ernment House and get a bigger rental

Mr. Simons: We should give the premises
to the University.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T support the re-
duction of the item, but I think it should be
divided between the two residences, and not
be wholly taken from the Albany house.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is no desire to
do an injustice to Albany, but it has to be
recoghised that the State was more prosper-
ons when the cottage was purchased for the
use of the Governor as a summer residence.
The Government should dispense with it. The
Governor is one of those fortunmate indivi-
duals in Western Australia who is not on the
bread line and if he desires to spend a few
weeks at Albany, he can well afford to pay for
it. There is another aspeet, namely, the ex-
penditure incurred by the Governor, or on his
behalf. T have the untmost respect for His
Excellency who is a genial old gentleman, who
has rendered good service to his country. But
Western Australia will never be developed by
speeches.

The CHAIRMAXN: T d¢ not think the hon.
member is in order in diseuasing that aspect.

Mr. O'LOGHLEAN: Am T not in order in
eomparing the expenditnre incurred in con-
neetion with the present Governor with the
expenditure oceasioned by his predecessors in
office. If a return were furnished, it would
be shown that His Exeellency hasg caused a
considerable amount of expenditure for
special trains and s0 on to different parts
of the State. It may be a good thing that
Hia Excellency is travelling all the time.

Mr. Teesdale; Delivering the same old
speech.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The people want to
see’ him in different parts of the State;
there is no donbt about that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In any case I do not
think the people are any better off becanse
of his visits. The Premier or a Minister of
the Crown visiting those places is in
& position to give assistance to the residents.
His Excellency is not in that position. He
is not framing Acts of Parliament. We are
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expending too much on the Governor’s
office, especially on facilities to enable bim
to travel.

Mr. Latham: He goes at the request of
the people, You require to educate the
people.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt is difficult to get
this Vote reduced. One has only to suggest
the reduction of a few pounds to be regarded
as disloyal. I do not wish to diseuss the
present occupant of the office, for he is prob-
ably as good as any we have had. It is non-
sense fo say the people require to be edu-
cated, and that they ask the Governor to go
out and educate them.

Mr. Latham: That is not what I said.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: I will undertake that
the average member, going into his elector-
ate does mere to educate the people in re-
gard to their immediate problems tham could
any overseas Governor. We are closing up
an educational institution on the score of
economy, yet on a vote like this we show
that we have money to hllrn.

Hon, P, COLLIER: It iz somewhat un-
seemly that we should diseuss the personal
movenents: of the Governor. So long as we
have a Governor appointed frem overseas his
movements should pot be confined to the eapi-
tal city. He should be afforded cvery fa-
eility for seeing the State he governs. Hav-
ing said that, I will say also that we could
well do without a suvmmer residence at Al-
bany. That residence was purchased by the
Government of which I was a member. The
old Government House at Rottnest was re-
quired for the tourist traffic, and su we pro-
vided for the Governor this summer residence
at Albany. Naturally, snecessive Governors
have taken advantage of it. I do not think
the present Governor would ratse the slight-
est objection if the Committee or the Gov-
ernment deeided to dispose of the Albany
residence. So long as we have a Governor,
he shonld be treated in a manner befitting
his high posifion. For my part T hold that
the Governor should be appointed from among
our own people. At the same time I will not
suppoert any parsimonious treatment of the
occupant of the office, whoever he may be.
On a total ‘annual expenditure of £15,000 it
is not worth while getting excited about a
projected saving of £500,

The PREMIER: I regret that rcmarks
have been made regarding the Governmor. 1
consider it the Governor’s duty to visit every
part of the country and to eome into contact
with the people. It is no light task to un-
dertake but, so long as we have a Governor,
he should be encouraged to do as the present
Governor is deoing, The Governor should not
be confined to the city. His Excellency is
able to make representations to the Home an-
thorities, and through him the State becomes
better known than it otherwise would be.
Some members complain that the Governor
does not take sufficient interest in the coun-
try and others that he takes too much inter-
est. T agree with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that the Governor should be enconraged
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to do as he is doing. If members wish to
close up the house at Albany, I can elose it
up, but so jong as it is there for the use
of the Governor it must be looked after. The
Governor had nothing to do with the pro-
vision of this house. It was provided and
furnished before the present occupant of the
officc ¢ame here, and he has merely used it
as anyone entitled to use it would do. I do
not know why the member for Katanning
(Mr. A. Thomson) supports this proposed re-
duction. He objects to the expenditure at
Albany being reduced, but would support it
if the total were reduced. It is impossi-
Lle to reduce the expenditure in Perth. If
the member for Katanning votes for this re-
duetion, he will be voting for a reduction to
apply te the residenrz at Albany and no-
where else.

Mr. Tecsdale: On a point of order, the
Alinister for Works turned to me just now
and said that T should be ashamed of myself.
1 take great exeeption to his remark, and I

appeal to yvou, Mr. Chairman, for protection..

T take ecxception to it beeause it was not
justified. It is not for the Minister for
Works to address me in that way.

The CHATRMAN: I did not hear the re-
mark. If the Ministet for Works denies hav-
ing made it, I will accept his explanation.

The Minister for Works: I do net deny
having made the remark, The hon. member
made an vtterance to which I replied that he
should be ashamed of it. If he says he
should not be ashamed of it, I withdraw and
apologise.

Mr. Teesdale: I ask the Minister to state
what T said. I merely said to him that ladics
should do as other women do. Is there any-
thing objectionable in that?

The CHAIRMAX: No; the Premier has
the floor.

The PREMIER: Tf members express the
opinion that there should not be a summer
residence at Albany fer the Governor, 1
am quite willing to listen to their proposals.

Mr. Troy: When the Govenor’s fterm ex-
pires?

The PREMIER: Yes, or if the House ex-
presses an opinion to that effect by motion.
This, however, is not the way to deal with
the question. T hope the reduction will not
be agreed to.

Mr. TROY: Y am inclined to agree with
the Premier and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. T have never been a supporter of ex-
penditure on a house at Albany for the Gov-
ernor, If the Liabour Government were re-
sponsible for the Albany residence, members
had no say in the matter. Tt may have been
a condition of appointment that a seaside
residence was provided.

Hon. P, Collier: It was.

Mr. TROY: T would be glad to see the
position of Governor and the attendant ex-
penditure abolished. It is nmot necessary to
have an imported Governor. I do mot think
that the great majoriy of the people desire
an imported Governor, or the expenditure.
As to inviting the Governor to come here,
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the people have never been consulted. In
Queensland a Governor was foisted upon the
people, However, this is not the time to do
anything which might be comstrned as an
affront to the present Governor.

Hou, P, Collicr: It would be like insult-
ing a guest in your own houge,

Mr. Simons: This is not personal propetrty;
it is State property., That is a ridiculons
argument,

Mr. TROY: | suggest that immediately the
Governor's term of office expires the Albany
residence be sold, This State cannot aford
to maintain two residences for any Governov.
If 1 endorse anything the Governor does, it
ig the fact that he travels aronnd and sces
the industries of the conntry. We in the
country like to meet distingnished visitors
and show them what we are doing, because
we feel encouraged Dy the interest and appre-
cintion they display. 1 sha]l vote for the
amendment on the wnderstanding that, as
soon as the present Governor’'s term cxpires,
the Albany residence will be sold.

Mr, PICKERING: I oppose the amend-
ment on the ground that, to maintain the
asset, the residence must be kept in good
order, The Minister for Works has wmade
a plea for the maintenance of public build-
ing. T regret that the Governor has heen
introduced into the debate.

The CHATRMAXN: Tt was totally out of
order.

Mr. PICKERING: T aphpreciate the re-
marks of the Leader of the Opposition re-
specting the present Governor. Whilst we
have a Governor T trust we shall treat him
with every courtesy. T will vote for the re-
tention of this vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: The whole point at issue
is whether Western Australia can afford to
keep up at considerable expense a seaside
resilence that may possibly he only oceupied
by the Governor for a fortnight in the vear.

Mr. A, Thomson: He was down there for
three months last year.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not think His Ex-
cellency would expect the Government to keep
up that residenee for him when he kuows the
finaneial pesition of the Btate. Why should
we wait until the pregent occupant of the
position retires hefore we effect an economy
in this direction! The Premier is practical
enough to convey to the Governor the desire
of this Chamber, and also the fact that we
have the pgreatest respect for His Excelleney,

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Do not presume that
you will have the vote of the House,

Mr. LAMBERT: If the House will net
vote for this economy then it is nonsense to
discuss cconomies at all.  The Minister for
Works must admit that we cannot afford
this expenditure, and I hope the amendment
will be ecarried. .

Mr. JOIINSTON: By his recent address
on this subjeect the member for Katanning
has completely convinced me of the necessity
for economy and I intend to support this
amendment. We should start at the top of
the tree, with those who ean best afford a
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reduction. The hon. member has focussed the
attention of the people upon the need for
economy, and this is one dircetion in which
it van be effected,

Mr. SIMONS: T regret there has been so
mnch  discussion regarding the present dis-
tingnished oecupunt of CGovernment House.
We are not discussing the merits or demerita
of His Excellency. He is one of the finest
men the State has ever had, His many aects of
kinidness have endeared him to the hearts of
the people, and these acts have been crowned
by his recent considerntion for the revered
dend resting at Hareficld.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We have had enough of
that matter, and I shall be glad if the hon.
member® will. confine himself to the guestion
before the Chair.

Mr. SIMOXS: No reflection upon the Gov-
ernor was ever intended. FEvery member of
this Chanmiber who wen* before the clectors
did so pledeed to effect economies. We
shoull e¢nt out all non-essentials.

Mr. Mann: Do you think your attitude on
this question is consistent with that on_the
subject of the Agent General’s residenee?

Mr. SIMOXNS: Western Australia must
have its represeutation in London on broad
and libernl lines. Tn the case now hefore us
we have a commodious building that should
be bringing in revenue, but is empty nearly
all the year round. We confess our poverty
to the world, and we deprive our young
people of opportunities of university educa-
tion, but we spend money in this and other
dircetions. T shall continne to voice the need
for economy along these lines.

Mr, TEESDALE: My position all along
has been perfeetly elear. I made no refer-
ence whatever to the personality of the Gov-
ernor. My only regret is thai certain mem-
bers should level charges of ‘‘playing to the
gallery.”” 1 support the reduetion by £500.

Hon. W, ", ANGWIX: His Excellency the
Governer came here under certain conditions,
- and those conditions include a residence at
Perth and a vesidenee at Albany.

Mr. Simons: That has been the excuse
for ten years. 4

Iten, W. (. ANGWIXN: Tt has been and is
the position.

Alr, Simons: T would like to see that about
the Albany residence in the contract. I do
not think the Governor knew of the Albany
residence buefore he arrived here.

Hon. W, 0 ANGWIX: It is our duty to
earry out any c¢ontract we have entered into.
The moving for a reduction in an item such
as this tokes the public ear. The Albany
residence is in lien of the former residence for
the Governor on Rottnest Island. which was
taken over hy the Seaddan Government.
That Government, having sympathy for Al-
bany, decided to place the new residence at
that port. The Albany residence must be
maintained uatil the end of the present Gov-
ernor’s term. 1 support the item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
not reply to many of the observations which
have heen made during this discussion. My

1689

business is to explain the position with re-
gard to the two residences. The Public
Works Department have to look after those
two residences. Even if a  reduction
were made in this item, any nevessary
repairs would stil have to be done at the
Albany residence; even if the residence were
closed up, we would still have to maintain
the boilding.  The sclling or letting of
guch a hoilding is not to be done in five
minutes, The Albany residence is in the
hands of a caretaker, who receives £2 a week
and looks after the garden.

Hon. P. Collier: I should say the cost of
upkeep would be about £250 per annum.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We can-
uot refuse to earry out the contract cntered
into with the Governor when he eame here.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Ts there a contract ex-
isting which provides that the Governor must
have two houses?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ do not
think therc is a signed and sealed agreement
to that effect. Probably the expenditure on
the Albany residence amounts to £250 or
£300 a year. 1 will not argue for or against
the proposed reduction. My personal opinion
ia that the gquestion would be more fittingly
discussetl upon n definite motion regarding
the position of the State Governor.

AMr. O'Loghlen: We have already carvried
such a motion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not in
this farm. I think the Committce might
leave the matter alone at this stage.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Such a motion hos heen
carried twice.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not by
this Parliament.

Mr, Corboy: What is the use of carrying
motions which the Government ignore?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any such
action should be decided upon the decision
of a living and not of a moribund Parlia-
nient.

Mr. MUNSTIE: I am sueprised to sec the
opposition to the amendinent, partienlarly
from members who have heen advocating
econouty. One member who is opposed to
the amendment has spokem in favour of
ceonomy starting from the top and not from
the bottom; surely one could not start higher
than with the Governor. There has heen ref-
erence to the obligations on the part of the
State vegarding the Governor. When the
Governor landed in Western Australia, he did
not know whether there would be one or two
residences. .

Mr. Marshall: He knew what he was com-
ing to all right.

AMr. MUNSIE: Xinetynine out of 2
hundred people, desirons of coming to the
seaside, are content to come to Perth for a
heliday, and it should not be teo much to
ask the Governor to be content with the one
residence in the metropolis. “Ts it likely that
1 will vote in favour of the expenditure of
£500 on the Governor’s residence at Albany
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when I cannot get a shilling spent in my
ovn electorate to provide a school? T would
be inconsistent if I did. If the Minister for
Works put an advertisement in the news-
papers to-merrow, he would get 300 applica-
ticns to rent the residence at Albany.

Mr. A, Thomson: I would like to take you
up on that point.

The Minister for Works: You are a bit
optimistic. How much would you guarantee?

Mr, MUNSIE: T would not guarantee any-
thing,

Mr. Johnston: It would make a high class
boarding-house.

Mr. MUNSIE: Certainly; there would be
many applications for it

The Minister for Works: Well, vote it out
and let us pet on with the business.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think the Gov-
ernor would care a hang whether there are
one or two residences. Onoe residence is as
much as we can afford in these times.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. ve 13
Noes .. .- 13
Majority against 5
AYES.
Mr. Coliler Mr. 8imons
Mr. Corboy Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Troy
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. 0'Loghlen
Mr. Munsie {Teiler.)
Noks.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Angwin SIr James Mlichell
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Carter Mr. Plckering
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Piesse
Mr. George Mr. J. Thomeen
Mr. Gibsen Mr, Underwood
Mr, Hlckmott Mr. Mullany
Mr. Latham (Teller.)
Mr. H. K. Maley

Amendment thus negatived.
12 o’cleck midnight.

Mr. LAMBERT: I move an amendment—
That the item be reduced by £250.

Nobody desires to deprive the present oceu-
pant of any of his privileges. Y merely want
to indicate that at the first opportunity the
Albany residence should be done away with.
Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes

Noes

Majority against

|| BE

. ple raised £9,000 in three years.
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AYES,
Mr. Corbay Mr, Simons
Mr. Johuston Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Lambert Mr. Troy
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. O'Logblen
Mr. Munsie {Teller.)
Nozsg.
Mr, Angels Mr, Manno
Mr. Angwin Sir James Miichell
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickering
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Piesso
Mr, George Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Gibson Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr, Mullany
Mr, H. K. Maley {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Item, Albany Hospital, hot water ivstal-
lation £120, '

Mr. DROY: Spread over the next few
items is a consideraole aggregate amount pro-
vided for the upkeecp of hospitals. The Gov-
vrnment, have been very good to certain hos-
pitals and niggardly towards others. Some-
times the (overnment assist committee hos
pitals, but they always insist that the com-
mittee shall raise a similar amount. A few
days ago the people of Mount Magnet, ecom-
prising an adult population of abhont 300,
raised by special appeal £567 towards the
maintenance of their hospital. That is in ad-
Jition to a similar amount raised annually by
private subseription. The people at You-
anmi have subscribed the nceessary funds for
the upkeep of their hospital, nnd the same
applies to Sandstone. At Sandstone the peo-
Tt is high
time that this exvenditure for privileged lo-
calities like Northam, York, and Albany
ceased. From the present Minister for Edu-
catton I have reeceived more generons con-
siderattion than from any previeus Minister.
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) when in office, was more nig-
xardly to the bark country than any other
Minister in my experience,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But you were always
a growler.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ttems
Nos. 215 to 225, with the excoption of the
amounts for Albany and Greenbnshes repre-
sont re-votes from Jast sessim., The work
Ins been started and the money must be
re-voted to enmable vs to eomplete it, The hot
water installation at the Albanv hospital is
out of order and a new one must be pro-
vided. At Greenbushes repairs and renova-
tions are absolutelv necessarv. Government
buildings must be kept in re~air. T know of
no injustice having been done to the Mt.
Magnet distriet.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN:
nment—

That the vote be reduced by £6,000.
Amendment put and negatived.

T move an amend-
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Mr. A, THOMSBON: Where are al! the
economists?

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.15 a.m. (Wednesday).

Lcegislative Council,

Wednesday, 16th November, 1921,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS FOREST
RESERVES.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Minister
for Bdueation: 1, Have any rights been
granted, or is it mtended to grant, any rights
to any company to work the forest reserves
of Widgiemooltha, Gnarlbine,
Coolgardie-Burbanks? 2, 1f so0, which of
thege reserves?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, An application has been received
for permisgion to construct a tramway
through the western portion of the Cool-
gardie-Burbanks State Forest, with certain
cutting rights thereon, No decision has yet
been arrived at in regard te this application.
2 The Widgiemooltha, Gnarlbine and Qib-
raltar reserves are not affected by this or
any other application.

QU ESTION—G OLDFIELD 8 FIREWOOD
RAILWAY, LEASING.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Minigter
for Edueation: 1, Have any arrangements
been made, or has any agreement been en-
tered into, with any person or company to
lease all or part, or grant rumning rights on
either of the railway lines between Coolgar-
die and Kalgoorlie? 2, If so, what are the

Gibraltar, or
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names of the parties to the agreement, and
the terms thereof? 8, What is the mileage
of line leased or for which running rights
have been granted? 4, What charges are to
be made annually for the maintenance and
upkeep of the line so leased? 5, Does the
agreement confer any right to earry -passen-
gers or goods of any description other than
firewood ¢

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, under Section 64 of the Gov-
ernment Railways Act, 1904. 2, WA, Gold-
fields Firewood Supply, Limited, Lease of
southern track hetween Coolgardie and Kur-
rawang for three years at a rental of £2,000
per annum. 3, Fifteen miles 30 chaing, 4,
Included in rent. 5, No.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Wheat Marketing.
2, Stallions,

Passed.

ASSENT TO BILLS (3).
Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the undermentioned
Billsg:—
1, Administration Act Amendment.
2, Building Societies Aet Amendment.’
3, Land Tax and Income Tax.

BILL—INSPECTION OF
MACHINERY,

Re-committal.

Bill re-committed for the purpose of fur-
ther consgidering Clauses 4, 56, 79 and 82;
Hon, J. Ewing in the Chair, the Minister for
Eduecation in charge of the Bill

Clause 4--Non-application of Aet:

Hon, H, STEWART:
ment—

That in Subelause 6, line 2, ‘‘one’’ he
atruck out and ‘‘eight’’ inserted in lieu.
By the regulations framed under the -Act
practically all classes of machinery are in-
¢luded. Under this Bill it would be possible
for the department to collect fees upon every
kind and piece of mechanism. We should
nol permit restrietions to be imposed which
will unduly interfere with the development
of the country and of industry. The Act gives
na power to deal with shearing machinery,
for instance, -but undor this- Bill everything
can be included in the definition of ma-

chinery.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is it not necessary to
have that ineluded in order to make the Bill
effective?

Hon. H. STEWART: That is all right in
connection with large pieces of machinery,
but some exemption should be given in the
case of small pieces of machinery. It ia only

I move an amend-



